Zoom10: Why Moses Couldn't Enter the Land

(1) The Israelites arrived in a body at the wilderness of Zin
on the first new moon, and the people settled at Kadesh.

Miriam died there and was buried there.

(2) The community was without water, and they joined

against Moses and Aaron.

(3) The people quarreled with Moses, saying, “If only we
had perished when our brothers perished at the instance of

the LORD!

(4) Why have you brought the LORD’s congregation into

this wilderness for us and our beasts to die there?

(5) Why did you make us leave Egypt to bring us to this
wretched place, a place with no grain or figs or vines or
pomegranates? There is not even water to drink!”

(6) Moses and Aaron came away from the congregation to
the entrance of the Tent of Meeting, and fell on their faces.
The Presence of the LORD appeared to them,

(7) and the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, (8) “You and
your brother Aaron take the rod and assemble the
community, and before their very eyes speak to the rock to
yield its water. Thus you shall produce water for them
from the rock and provide drink for the congregation and

their beasts.”

(9) Moses took the rod from before the LORD, as He had

commanded him.

(10) Moses and Aaron assembled the congregation in front
of the rock; and he said to them, “Listen, you rebels, shall

we get water for you out of this rock?”

(11) And Moses raised his hand and struck the rock twice
with his rod. Out came copious water, and the community

and their beasts drank.
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(12) But the LORD said to Moses and Aaron, “Because you
did not believe in Me to sanctify Me in the sight of the
Israelite people, therefore you shall not lead this

congregation into the land that I have given them.”

(13) Those are the Waters of Meribah—meaning that the
Israclites quarrelled with the LORD—through which He
affirmed His sanctity.

What was the REAL problem presented by "The People'?
What was God's solution to the problem?

What did Moshe and Aharon do?

What was the PROBLEM with what they did?

What was God's solution to THAT problem?

Why was God's solution the appropriate response

to the PROBLEM created by Moshe and Abaron's actions.
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What was the Real Problem?
-- who was complaining?

-- what were they complaining about?

A new generation - who wants to settle in Kadesh

Numbers 20:1
(1) The Israelites arrived as a whole congregation at the
wilderness of Zin on the first new moon, and the people

settled at Kadesh. Miriam died there and was buried there.

Rashi on Numbers 20:1

(1) 77yn 93 [THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL], EVEN
THE WHOLE CONGREGATION — The congregation
in its entirety, for those who were to die in the wilderness
in consequence of their sin had already died, but these had

been expressly mentioned for life (cf. Rashi on v. 22).
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Rashi- b: 1040 - d: 1105

Shlomo Yitzchaki, today generally known by the acronym
Rashi, was a medieval French rabbi and author of a
comprehensive commentary on the Talmud and

commentary on the Tanakh

A legitimate claim?

(2) The community was without water, and they joined nnx-bm mg'b'by 15;‘1?’1 ﬂ:{:\?? o .'I:.}'j'N’ﬂ A
against Moses and Aaron.

(1) And they joined against Moses and Aharon - they were M3 PWIY 1PY XY 1IAR 91 Awn DY 190pN (%)

not punished now as they were in the other complaints,
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because now they have a case. There really is no water

(after Miriam's death). Raijalahi

Chizkuni - b: 1250- d: 1310

Hezekiah ben Manoah, or Hezekiah bar Manoah, was a
French rabbi and Bible commentator of the 13th century.

He is generally known by the title of his commentary,

Chizkuni

A Land Flowing with Milk and Honey?

(5) Why did you make us leave Egypt to bring us to this mp@n'bx ’IJ.T:Wx N’;Ub D’TSD?J ‘U.h’byﬂ '-‘Q‘,ﬂ )

wretched place, a place with no grain or figs or vines or S o '
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pomegranates? There is not even water to drink!”
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The Staff is used in Egypt



hteps://galileegreen.com/the-egyptian-plagues-in-a-different-light/

Exodus 7:8-13

(8) The LORD said to Moses and Aaron, (9) “When
Pharaoh speaks to you and says, ‘Produce your marvel,’ you
shall say to Aaron, “Take your rod and cast it down before

Pharaoh.” It shall turn into a serpent.”

(10) So Moses and Aaron came before Pharaoh and did just
as the LORD had commanded: Aaron cast down his rod in
the presence of Pharaoh and his courtiers, and it turned

into a serpent.

(11) Then Pharaoh, for his part, summoned the wise men
and the sorcerers; and the Egyptian magicians, in turn, did

the same with their spells;

(12) each cast down his rod, and they turned into serpents.

But Aaron’s rod swallowed their rods.

(13) Yet Pharaoh’s heart stiffened and he did not heed
them, as the LORD had said.
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The Staff is used when Splitting the Sea

WRONG! I could not find one picture depicting the scenes as described in the Torah!

Exodus 14:15-16

(15) Then the LORD said to Moses, “Why do you cry out
to Me? Tell the Israelites to go forward. (16) And you lift
up your rod and hold out your arm over the sea and split
it, so that the Israclites may march into the sea on dry

ground.

Exodus 14:21

(21) Then Moses held out his arm over the sea and the
LORD drove back the sea with a strong east wind all that
night, and turned the sea into dry ground. The waters were

split,

Exodus 14:26
(26) Then the LORD said to Moses, “Hold out your arm
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over the sea, that the waters may come back upon the
Egyptians and upon their chariots and upon their

horsemen.”

(27) Moses held out his arm over the sea, and at daybreak
the sea returned to its normal state, and the Egyptians fled
at its approach. But the LORD hurled the Egyptians into

the sea.

(31) And when Israel saw the great HAND which the
LORD had wielded against the Egyptians, the people
feared the LORD; they believed in the LORD and His

servant Moses.
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Awe (Fear) of God, and Believe in God and in Moses His servant

(1) 1 AND YOU [MOSES] RAISE UP YOUR STAFF
AND STRETCH OUT YOUR HAND OVER THE
SEA:

In the Midrash (Shemot Rabah 21:9), they said: "Because
the Egyptians would say that without the staff, [Moses]
wasn't able to do all the miracles that he did, therefore G-d
said: "Remove your staff and stretch out your hand because

'raise’ is a word often used to mean remove."

And I will now give a reason for the matter why,
specifically at the Splitting of the Sea of Reeds, G-d
commanded Moses to make the staff exemplify what was
occurring above [in the Heavens]. For behold, all the
Plagues were brought about through the Finger of G-d
therefore down [on Earth] they were brought about
through the staff of Moses, because the staff is comparable

to a finger.

But by the sea, [G-d] smote with the entire Hand. As it
says, "And Israel saw the Great Hand etc." Therefore, G-d
said to Moses that he should make the staff exemplify this
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and remove the finger-like staff and stretch out your
[Moses's] entire hand, which exemplified the Strong
Supreme Hand of God.

Therefore, it was said that "Israel saw the Great Hand" and
through this they saw that Moses did not act through the
power of the staff in all of these great and mighty actions
because he needed to stretch out his hand, it modeled the
Strong Hand above therefore they [the Israclites] believed
in G-d and Moses, His Servant.

That they retracted their words when they said in the past
that through the strength of the staff, [Moses] did all this.

(2 2 AND FROM THIS YOU WILL UNDERSTAND,
THAT IN TRUTH, what was the sin of Moses by the
Waters of Strife? Because here [by the splitting of the sea]
the exact opposite was stated, because at the Sea it was
stated: "Raise up your staff" which means 'Remove your
staff' and "Stretch out your hands" and through this they

[the Israelites] came to believe.

And there [by the waters of strife] it was said: "And he
[Moses] raised his hand and he struck the rock with his
staff," [which implies] that he removed his hand because he
had not done the action with his hand, but rather with his
staff, and therefore returned the earlier remarks--[of the
Israelites] who said that it was with the power of the staff

that he did everything--to their place

[i.e. the thoughts were believed again] and with this
diminished the belief [of the Israelites] as it is written:
"Because you did not [cause them to] TRUST in me." And
this matter will be explained, G-d willing, better in its
place in the Section (Chukat 20:8).

Kli Yakar - b: 1550 - d: 1619

Shlomo Ephraim ben Aaron Luntschitz was a rabbi and
Torah commentator, best known for his Torah
commentary Keli Yekar. He served as the Rabbi of Prague
from 1604-1619
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Let's take a closer look at what Moses did at the Rock.

(8) “You and your brother Aaron take the rod and assemble
the community, and before their very eyes order the rock
to give forth its water. Thus you shall produce water for
them from the rock and provide drink for the congregation

and their beasts.”
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When they enter the Land and live a natural life - it will be easy to forget God and their Mission

Take THE Staff..

If God commanded him to speak to the Rock, why did
Moses need THE STAFF:...

... THE Staff implies the specific staff... Aharon's staff that
was in the Ark... as a remembrance of the miracle God
performed when Aharon's dried staff, became moist and

blossomed...

... and God wanted Moshe to use this staff to show the
people that just as God made moisture come out of the dry
staff... so too God will bring forth water from this dry
rock... (that is what Moses and Aharon were supposed to
SAY to the Rock... "Give forth your water!"

(like this staff of Aharon's did according to the Word of
God)...

.... But God did not command Moses to strike the rock.
And when Moses did so, he did it with his OWN staff, not
Aharon's staff.. Taking Aharon's staff was according to
God's instructions... everything else, was not according to

God's command.

Now this story occurs 40 years after the splitting of the Sea
and this generation does not know if Moshe did the

miracles with his hand, or his staff (see pic above)

And they didn't know if the the miracles in Egypt or at the

Sea were done with the staff or not.
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And when Moses hit the rock with his own staff, he caused
a reduction in trust in the idea that God operated only via
the staff of Moses and there was an aspect of "Magic"

involved! That's why God instructed Moshe to remove the

staff at the splitting of the Sea.

Here at the Waters of Strife... Moshe did the EXACT
OPPOSITE of what happend at the Sea... He REMOVED
his hand, and hit the rock with the STAFE.. and instead of
increasing TRUST IN GOD ALONE... he increased
doubt, that it was the Magic of the STAFF that caused

them to receive life-giving water.
There for it says "Because you didn't believe in Me"

The verb "to believe" - "leha'amin” is the causitive form of

the verb. To cause an increase of trust in a true fact.

They caused the people to increase their trust in the idea
that the Staff did the miracle!!! And not trust that God

alone did the miracle.

If they would have spoken to the rock and the water came
out, just like it did with Aharon's staff... the people would
have concluded that God provides everything for us; there
is no power in the world other than God; our actions in

the natural world do not determine results.

There is no greater sanctification of God's name in public
than this. This is the message the People need to learn
before leaving the miraculous life in the desert and the

natural life of the Land of Israel.
Moshe and Aharon did the exact opposite.

Since the PEOPLE included the Children of Isracl AND
the Erev Rav (Mixed Multitude)... it would be easy for the
mixed multitude to slip back to their idol worshipping
Egyptian ways once they entered the Land of Israel and

lived a normal life.

They needed a Leader who would demonstrate miracles

done by God without involving himself at all. Moshe and
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Aharon lost this merit in this incident.
Joshua will become the Leader with the right attributes

And that is why he is blessed with "chazak v'ematz" be
strong and of great courage.. so that you don't reduce the

People's trust in God through your actions.

(2) Remember the long way that the LORD your God has
made you travel in the wilderness these past forty years,
that He might test you by hardships to learn what was in
your hearts: whether you would keep His commandments

or not.

(3) He subjected you to the hardship of hunger and then
gave you manna to eat, which neither you nor your fathers
had ever known, in order to teach you that man does not

live on bread alone, but that man may live on anything
that the LORD decrees.

(7) For the LORD your God is bringing you into a good
land, a land with streams and springs and fountains issuing

from plain and hill;
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(8) a land of wheat and barley, of vines, figs, and

pomegranates, a land of olive trees and honey;

(10) When you have eaten your fill, give thanks to the
LORD your God for the good land which He has given

you.

(11) Take care lest you forget the LORD your God and fail
to keep His commandments, His rules, and His laws,

which I enjoin upon you today.

(12) When you have eaten your fill, and have built fine

houses to live in,

(14) beware lest your heart grow haughty and you forget
the LORD your God—who freed you from the land of
Egypt, the house of bondage; (15) who led you through the
great and terrible wilderness with its seraph serpents and
scorpions, a parched land with no water in it, who brought

forth water for you from the flinty rock;

(16) who fed you in the wilderness with manna, which your
fathers had never known, in order to test you by hardships
only to benefit you in the end— (17) and you say to
yourselves, “My own power and the might of my own

hand have won this wealth for me.”

(18) Remember that it is the LORD your God who gives
you the power to get wealth, in fulfillment of the covenant

that He made on oath with your fathers, as is still the case.

(19) If you do forget the LORD your God and follow other
gods to serve them or bow down to them, I warn you this
day that you shall certainly perish; (20) like the nations that
the LORD will cause to perish before you, so shall you
perish—because you did not heed the LORD your God.
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Joshua uses neither a Staff nor his Hand!

(12) On that occasion, when the LORD routed the
Amorites before the Israelites, Joshua addressed the LORD;
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he said in the presence of the Israelites: “Stand still, O sun,

at Gibeon, O moon, in the Valley of Aijalon!”

(13) And the sun stood still And the moon halted, While a
nation wreaked judgment on its foes —as is written in the
Book of Jashar. Thus the sun halted in midheaven, and did

not press on to set, for a whole day;
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