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OBEDIENCE is a Hallmark of Western Society and  Western Religion

Obedience is a hallmark of Roman culture

The Laws of the Roman People: Public Law in the Expansion and Decline of the of the Roman
Republic/ Callie Willaimson

Obedience is a Hallmark of German Culture

Theorizing European Societies By Marinus Ossewaarde p 96



Obedience is a Hallmark of Medieval European Culture

Knights, Castles and Warfare in the Middle Ages - Fiona Macdonald p5 and 8

BIBLEHUB SEARCH for OBEDIENCE





Deuteronomy 5:30 ׳ל:׳ה םירבד
 םכֶ֖תְאֶ םכֶ֛יהֵ˄אֱ הוָ֧היְ הוָּ֜צִ רשֶׁ֨אֲ ˂רֶדֶּ֗הַ־לכָבְּ )ל(
 םימִ֔יָ םתֶּ֣כְרַאֲהַוְ םכֶ֔לָ בוֹט֣וְ ן֙וּיחְתִּֽ ןעַמַ֤לְ וּכלֵ֑תֵּ
׃ןוּשֽׁרָיתִּֽ רשֶׁ֥אֲ ץרֶאָ֖בָּ

Walk in the whole path that HaShem
your God tells-commands you...

BIBLEHUB: Walk in obedience to all that the
LORD your God has commanded you, so that you
may live and prosper and prolong your days in the
land that you will possess. (NIV)

(30) follow only the path that the LORD your God 
has enjoined upon you, so that you may thrive and 
that it may go well with you, and that you may 
long endure in the land you are to possess.

BIBLEHUB SEARCH for OBEY





Deuteronomy 30:2 ׳ב:׳ל םירבד
 לכֹ֛כְּ וֹל֔קֹבְ תָּ֣עְמַשָׁוְ ֙˃יהֶ֙˄אֱ הוָ֤היְ־דעַ תָּ֞בְשַׁוְ )ב(
 ֖˃בְבָלְ־לכָבְּ ˃ינֶ֔בָוּ התָּ֣אַ םוֹיּ֑הַ ֖˃וְּצַמְ יכִ֥נֹאָ־רשֶׁאֲ
׃˃שֶֽׁפְנַ־לכָבְוּ

v'Shamata v'kolo - and you will listen to
His voice - listen to what he is saying to

you... listen to his words he is telling
you

BIBLEHUB: and when you and your children
return to the LORD your God and obey him with
all your heart and with all your soul according to
everything I command you today ...

(2) and you return to the LORD your God, and you 
and your children heed His command with all your 
heart and soul, just as I enjoin upon you this day,

BIBLEHUB SEARCH for OBEDIENT





Deuteronomy 30:17 ז״י:׳ל םירבד
ֹלוְ ֖˃בְבָלְ ה֥נֶפְיִ־םאִוְ )זי(  תָיוִ֛חֲתַּשְׁהִֽוְ תָּ֗חְדַּנִוְ עמָ֑שְׁתִ א֣
׃םתָּֽדְבַעֲוַ םירִ֖חֵאֲ םיהִ֥˄אלֵ

Lo Tishma.. you do not listen
hear

pay heed..

BIBLEHUB: But if your heart turns away and you
are not obedient, and if you are
drawn away to bow down to other gods and
worship them ...

(17) But if your heart turns away and you give no 
heed, and are lured into the worship and service of 
other gods,

Exodus 24:7 ׳ז:ד״כ תומש
ֹיּוַ םעָ֑הָ ינֵ֣זְאָבְּ ארָ֖קְיִּוַ תירִ֔בְּהַ רפֶסֵ֣ ח֙קַּיִּוַ )ז(  וּר֔מְא֣
׃עמָֽשְׁנִוְ השֶׂ֥עֲנַ הוָ֖היְ רבֶּ֥דִּ־רשֶׁאֲ לכֹּ֛

Na'aseh v'nishma - we will do and we
will hear - internalize - understand

BIBLEHUB: Covenant and read it in the hearing
of the people. And they said, “All that the LORD
has spoken we will do, and we will be obedient ...

(7) Then he took the record of the covenant and 
read it aloud to the people. And they said, “All 
that the LORD has spoken we will faithfully do!”

COMMAND - Tzav - An imperitive - something one is told to do - that connects you to the one
telling you to do it.

A Mitzvah - is an action that one requests someone else to perform/ or abstain from for the benefit
of the one being asked to do it, in order to deepen the relationship.

A Tzav - is an "order" or "command" an "imperative"

תושעל La'asot -    To do, perform
רומשל Lishmor -  To keep, guard, protect, observe
עומשל  Lishmoa -  To listen, hear, understand, internalize , heed, hearken,

What is the Relationship Between God and Mankind?



In each of the relationships.. what emotion is the relationship based on?

Master -    Slave -    Dependence
King -       Servant - Awe/Fear
Father -     Child -    Trust
Husband - Wife -     Love

Pirkei Avot 4:2 ׳ב:׳ד תובא הנשמ
 Ben Azzai said: ... For the reward for (2) :הרָבֵעֲ ,הרָבֵעֲ רכַשְׂוּ .הוָצְמִ ,הוָצְמִ רכַשְּׂשֶׁ )ב(

performing a commandment MITZVAH is the 
MITZVAH and the reward for committing a 
transgression is the transgression.

The King - Servant Relationship is Usually Based on Fear/Awe

Pirkei Avot 1:3 ׳ג:׳א תובא הנשמ
 אוּה .קידִּצַּהַ ןוֹעמְשִּׁמִ לבֵּקִ וֹכוֹס שׁיאִ סוֹנגְיטִנְאַ )ג(
 ברַהָ תאֶ ןישִׁמְּשַׁמְהַ םידִבָעֲכַ וּיהְתִּ לאַ ,רמֵוֹא היָהָ
 ןישִׁמְּשַׁמְהַ םידִבָעֲכַ וּוהֱ אלָּאֶ ,סרָפְּ לבֵּקַלְ תנָמְ לעַ
 ארָוֹמ יהִיוִ ,סרָפְּ לבֵּקַלְ תנָמְ לעַ אֹלּשֶׁ ברַהָ תאֶ
 :םכֶילֵעֲ םיִמַשָׁ

(3) Antigonus a man of Socho received [the oral 
tradition] from Shimon the Righteous. He used to 
say: do not be like servants who serve the master 
in the expectation of receiving a reward, but be 
like servants who serve the master without the 
expectation of receiving a reward, and let the fear 
of Heaven be upon you.

Highest Level of Relationship is based on Love -- Husband/Wife  Relationship

Rashi on Song of Songs 1:1 ׳א:׳א םירישה ריש לע י"שר
 םוֹיּכַּ יאדַכְּ םלָוֹעהָ היָהָ אֹל" :אבָיקִעֲ יבִּרַ רמַאָ
 םיבִוּתכְּהַ לכָּשֶׁ ,לאֵרָשְׂיִלְ םירִישִּׁהַ רישִׁ וֹבּ ןתַּנִּשֶׁ
 ."םישִׁדָקָ שׁדֶקֹ םירִישִּׁהַ רישִׁוְ שׁדֶקֹ

(4) The song of songs which is Shlomo’s. Rabbi 
Akiva said, “The world was never as worthy as on 
the day that Shir Hashirim was given to Yisroel, 
for all the Writings are holy, but Shir Hashirim is 
the holiest of the holies.” 

Rashi on Numbers 7:1 ׳א:׳ז רבדמב לע י"שר
 םוֹי — ביתִכְּ תלכ .השמ תולכ םויב יהיו)א(
 הפָּחֻלַ תסֶנֶכְנִּהַ הלָּכַכְּ לאֵרָשְׂיִ וּיהָ ןכָּשְׁמִּהַ תמַקָהֲ
:)אמוחנת ;אתקיספ(

(1) השמ תולכ םויב יהיו  AND IT CAME TO PASS 
ON THE DAY THAT MOSES HAD FINISHED 
[RAISING THE TABERNACLE] — The word 

תולכ  is written defective (without ו after the ל) thus 
indicating: on the day that the Tabernacle was 
erected Israel was like a bride ( הלכ ) who goes 
beneath the marriage canopy (Midrash Tanchuma, 
Nasso 20). 

Let's look at this verse in the context of a Husband/Wife relationship



Exodus 19:5 ׳ה:ט״י תומש
 םתֶּ֖רְמַשְׁוּ ילִ֔קֹבְּ וּ֙עמְשְׁתִּ עַוֹמ֤שָׁ־םאִ התָּ֗עַוְ )ה(
 ילִ֖־יכִּ םימִּ֔עַהָ֣־לכָּמִ ה֙לָּגֻסְ ילִ֤ םתֶייִ֨הְוִ יתִ֑ירִבְּ־תאֶ
׃ץרֶאָֽהָ־לכָּ

KJV: Now therefore, if ye will obey my voice
indeed, and keep my covenant, then ye shall be a
peculiar treasure unto me above all people: for all
the earth is mine:

HEB (5) Now then, if you will obey Me faithfully 
and keep My covenant, you shall be My treasured 
possession among all the peoples. Indeed, all the 
earth is Mine,

LITERAL/LITERARY: Now, if you will hear me
(take to heart) and listen to (and act on) what I say,
and you keep to our (marriage) vows, you will be
my treasured (wife) from among all the women in
the world... because I can choose whomever I
want.

וּ֙עמְשְׁתִּ עַוֹמ֤שָׁ  hear and listen ---
doubling up the word intensifies the verbs... Do you hear me? Are you listening?
have you ever said to your husband or wife -- "Your not hearing me.. if you'd only just listen to what
I'm saying ... "

A looser more accurate rendering would be "Now, if you pay close attention to what I say to you and 
you keep my covenant (I made with you) 

When you say to your spouse, "You are not listening to me, you're not hearing me!,"   what is
bothering you, is that they are being distracted by something that they are giving more priority to
than their relationship with you. Not that they are disobeying your "voice."

Once, one of our teenage sons was grounded.
He snuck out of the house - breaking the "commandment."
We didn't get upset because he disobeyed us and we told him so.
We told him we were disappointed because he was making whatever he snuck off to do more
important than his relationship with his father and mother.
We asked him if whatever he wanted to do was more important to him than his relationship with us.
He chose to stay grounded 

Listen means, stop, focus, and pay attention.
Hear means take those words to heart and make them part of yourself.

Where Obedience is Appropriate and Inappropriate

Obedience is appropriate in a General/Soldier relationship.
Obedience is expected in a Human Master/Slave relationship.
Obedience is expeced in a Human King/Serf relationship
because we want to take away their will, and replace it with ours.

Obedience is expected by Parents of Small Children



Pirkei Avot 2:4 ׳ד:׳ב תובא הנשמ
 ידֵכְּ ,˃נְוֹצרְכִ וֹנוֹצרְ השֵׂעֲ ,רמֵוֹא היָהָ אוּה )ד(

 .וֹנוֹצרְכִ ˃נְוֹצרְ השֶׂעֲיַּשֶׁ

(4) He ( Rabban Gamliel the son of Rabbi Yehudah 
HaNasi) used to say: do His will as though it were 
your will, so that He will do your will as though it 
were His. 
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because the children don't have the proper judgement to act in their self interest, so we take away
their will and replace it with our own.

Obedience is expected by Owners of Dogs.
because a dog's instincts may act against their owner's interest, so we try to replace their instincts
with our desires.

Obedience is totally out of place in an adult/adult relationship, especially a Husband/Wife
relationship.

The essence of a Human Being is the ability to have free choice. The last thing God or we would
want to do is rob a human being of their free will. We need to earn respect so the other will choose to
make our will their will, thereby making an intensely strong bond with each other.


