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Exodus 30:10 ׳י:׳ל תומש
 תאטַּ֣חַ םדַּ֞מִ הנָ֑שָּׁבַּ תחַ֖אַ ויתָ֔נֹרְקַ־לעַ ן֙רֹהֲאַ רפֶּ֤כִוְ )י(
 םכֶ֔יתֵרֹ֣דֹלְ ו֙ילָעָ רפֵּ֤כַיְ ה֙נָשָּׁבַּ תחַ֤אַ םירִ֗פֻּכִּהַ
)פ( ׃הוָֽהילַ אוּה֖ םישִׁ֥דָקָֽ־שׁדֶקֹֽ

(10) Once a year Aaron shall perform atonement 
upon its horns (of the altar) with blood of the sin 
offering of atonement; atonement shall be 
performed upon it once a year throughout the 
ages. It is most holy to the LORD.

Leviticus 17:11 א״י:ז״י ארקיו
 ם֙כֶלָ ויתִּ֤תַנְ ינִ֞אֲוַ א֒והִ םדָּ֣בַּ ר֮שָׂבָּהַ שׁפֶ֣נֶ יכִּ֣ )אי(
 אוּה֖ םדָּ֥הַ־יכִּֽ םכֶ֑יתֵשֹׁפְנַ־לעַ רפֵּ֖כַלְ חַבֵּ֔זְמִּהַ־לעַ
׃רפֵּֽכַיְ שׁפֶ֥נֶּבַּ

(11) For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I 
have assigned it to you for making atonement for 
your lives upon the altar; it is the blood, as life, 
that effects atonement.

What if you couldn't afford a large animal sacrifice during the Temple period?

Leviticus 5 ׳ה ארקיו
 אטָ֜חָ רשֶׁ֨אֲ וֹ֩תאטָּחַ לעַ֣ הוָ֡הילַ וֹמ֣שָׁאֲ־תאֶ איבִ֣הֵוְ )ו(
ֹצּהַ־ןמִ הבָ֨קֵנְ  תאטָּ֑חַלְ םיזִּ֖עִ תרַ֥יעִשְׂ־וֹאֽ הבָּ֛שְׂכִּ ןא֥
׃וֹתֽאטָּחַמֵ ןהֵ֖כֹּהַ וילָ֛עָ רפֶּ֥כִוְ

ֹל־םאִוְ )ז(  וֹמ֜שָׁאֲ־תאֶ איבִ֨הֵוְ ה֒שֶׂ ידֵּ֣ וֹ֮דיָ עיגִּ֣תַ א֨
 הוָ֑הילַֽ ה֖נָוֹי־ינֵֽבְ ינֵ֥שְׁ־וֹאֽ םירִ֛תֹ יתֵּ֥שְׁ אטָ֗חָ רשֶׁ֣אֲ
׃הלָֽעֹלְ דחָ֥אֶוְ תאטָּ֖חַלְ דחָ֥אֶ

 ינֵ֣שְׁלִ וֹ֮א םירִ֗תֹ יתֵּ֣שְׁלִ וֹד֜יָ גישִּׂ֨תַ אֹ֩ל־םאִוְ )אי(
 תרִ֧ישִׂעֲ אטָ֗חָ רשֶׁ֣אֲ וֹנ֜בָּרְקָ־תאֶ איבִ֨הֵוְ ה֒נָוֹי־ינֵבְ
 ןתֵּ֤יִ־אֹלוְ ןמֶשֶׁ֗ הָילֶ֜עָ םישִׂ֨יָ־אֹל תאטָּ֑חַלְ תלֶסֹ֖ הפָ֛אֵהָ
׃איהִֽ תאטָּ֖חַ יכִּ֥ הנָ֔בֹלְ הָ֙ילֶ֨עָ
 אוֹל֨מְ הנָּמֶּמִ֠ ׀ ןהֵ֣כֹּהַ ץמַ֣קָוְ ן֒הֵכֹּהַ־לאֶ הּ֮אָיבִהֱוֶ )בי(
 הוָ֑היְ ישֵּׁ֣אִ לעַ֖ החָבֵּ֔זְמִּהַ ריטִ֣קְהִוְ ה֙תָרָכָּזְאַ־תאֶ וֹצ֜מְקֻ
׃אוהִֽ תאטָּ֖חַ

(6) And he shall bring as his penalty to the LORD, 
for the sin of which he is guilty, a female from the 
flock, sheep or goat, as a sin offering; and the 
priest shall make expiation on his behalf for his 
sin.

(7) But if his means do not suffice for a sheep, he 
shall bring to the LORD, as his penalty for that of 
which he is guilty, two turtledoves or two pigeons, 
one for a sin offering and the other for a burnt 
offering.

(11) And if his means do not suffice for two 
turtledoves or two pigeons, he shall bring as his 
offering for that of which he is guilty a tenth of an 
ephah of choice flour for a sin offering; he shall 
not add oil to it or lay frankincense on it, for it is a 
sin offering.

(12) He shall bring it to the priest, and the priest 
shall scoop out of it a handful as a token portion of 
it and turn it into smoke on the altar, with the 
LORD’s offerings by fire; it is a sin offering.



 תחַ֥אַמֵֽ אטָ֛חָ־רשֶׁאֲ וֹת֧אטָּחַ־לעַ ןהֵ֜כֹּהַ וילָ֨עָ ר֩פֶּכִוְ )גי(
 Thus the priest shall make expiation on his (13))ס( ׃החָֽנְמִּכַּ ןהֵ֖כֹּלַ התָ֥יְהָוְ וֹל֑ חלַ֣סְנִוְ הלֶּאֵ֖מֵ

behalf for whichever of these sins he is guilty, and 
he shall be forgiven. It shall belong to the priest, 
like the meal offering.

The Hebrew word for "Sin" - "Chet" is an archery term

Machti et HaMatarah
1. To cause the "arrow" to not hit the target
2. Metaphorically - to not achieve what you were seeking ... your intended goal.

If the Archer missed his target... what should be his reaction?

Take out another arrow and shoot again?

If he really wants to hit the bulls eye, he needs to change something before trying again.

1. Admit he made a mistake.. don't blame it on something or someone else.
2. Remove himself from the cause that led him to err.
3. Regret focusing on something that wasn't as important as hitting his target.
4. Resolve not to repeat the mistake next time.

What is the "Target" as Defined by the Torah?

Sin-Mistake must always be defined in context of the goal.

Repentance - Teshuva



Numbers 5:6-7 ׳ז-׳ו:׳ה רבדמב
 וּ֙שׂעֲיַ יכִּ֤ השָּׁ֗אִ־וֹאֽ שׁיאִ֣֒ לאֵרָשְׂיִ ינֵ֣בְּ־לאֶ ר֮בֵּדַּ )ו(
ֹטּחַ־לכָּמִ  המָ֖שְׁאָֽוְ הוָ֑היבַּ לעַמַ֖ לעֹ֥מְלִ םדָ֔אָהָֽ תא֣
 וּ֒שׂעָ רשֶׁ֣אֲ ם֮תָאטָּחַ־תאֶֽ וּדּ֗וַתְהִוְ )ז(׃אוהִֽהַ שׁפֶ֥נֶּהַ
 ןתַ֕נָוְ וילָ֑עָ ףסֵ֣יֹ וֹת֖שִׁימִחֲוַ וֹשׁ֔אֹרבְּ וֹ֙משָׁאֲ־תאֶ בישִׁ֤הֵוְ
׃וֹלֽ םשַׁ֥אָ רשֶׁ֖אֲלַ

Maimonides (Rambam) - Hilchot Teshuva - Laws of Repentance

Mishneh Torah, Repentance 1:1 ׳א:׳א הבושת תוכלה ,הרות הנשמ
 םאִ השֶׂעֲתַּ אֹל ןיבֵּ השֵׂעֲ ןיבֵּ הרָוֹתּבַּשֶׁ תוֹצְמִ לכָּ )א(
 הגָגָשְׁבִּ ןיבֵּ ןוֹדזָבְּ ןיבֵּ ןהֶמֵ תחַאַ לעַ םדָאָ רבַעָ
 תוֹדּוַתְהִלְ ביָּחַ וֹאטְחֶמֵ בוּשׁיָוְ הבָוּשׁתְּ השֶׂעֲיַּשֶׁכְּ
 וֹא שׁיאִ" )ו ה רבדמב( רמַאֱנֶּשֶׁ אוּה ˂וּרבָּ לאֵהָ ינֵפְלִ
 תאֶ וּדּוַתְהִוְ" )ז ה רבדמב( 'וֹגוְ "וּשׂעֲיַ יכִּ השָּׁאִ
 .םירִבָדְּ יוּדּוִ הזֶ "וּשׂעָ רשֶׁאֲ םתָאטָּחַ

 םשֵּׁהַ אנָּאָ רמֵוֹא .ןידִּוַתְמִ דצַיכֵּ .השֵׂעֲ תוַצְמִ הזֶ יוּדּוִ
 ירֵהֲוַ ˂כָוְ ˂כָּ יתִישִׂעָוְ ˃ינֶפָלְ יתִּעְשַׁפָּ יתִיוִעָ יתִאטָחָ
 רבָדָלְ רזֵוֹח ינִיאֵ םלָוֹעלְוּ ישַׂעֲמַבְּ יתִּשְׁבֹוּ יתִּמְחַנִ
 .יוּדּוִ לשֶׁ וֹרקָּעִ וּהזֶוְ .הזֶ

 ןיאִיבִמְּשֶׁ תעֵבְּ תוֹמשָׁאֲוַ תוֹאטָּחַ ילֵעֲבַּ ןכֵוְ
 רפֵּכַּתְמִ ןיאֵ ןנָוֹדזְ לעַ וֹא ןתָגָגְשִׁ לעַ ןהֶיתֵוֹנבְּרְקָ
 יוּדּוִ וּדּוַתְיִוְ הבָוּשׁתְּ וּשׂעֲיַּשֶׁ דעַ םנָבָּרְקָבְּ ןהֶלָ
 אטָחָ רשֶׁאֲ הדָּוַתְהִוְ" )ה ה ארקיו( רמַאֱנֶּשֶׁ םירִבָדְּ
 ."הָילֶעָ

(1) All commandments of the Torah, whether they 
be mandatory or prohibitive, if a man violates any 
one of them, either presumptuously or 
erroneously, when he will repent himself and turn 
away from his sinful way, he is obliged to confess 
before God, blessed is He! even as it is said: 
"When a man or woman shall commit any sin..… 
Then they shall confess their sin which they have 
done (Num. 5.6–7), which is a confession (viduy) 
of words. 

Such confession is a positive commandment. How 
is the verbal confession made? The sinner says : "I 
beseech Thee, HaShem! I have sinned; I have been 
obstinate; I have committed profanity against 
Thee, particularly in doing thus and such. Now, 
behold! I have changed and am ashamed of my 
actions; forever will I not relapse into this thing 
again." This is the elementary form of confession 
(viduy); 

Likewise all those who bring sin-offerings or 
trespass-offerings, when they offer their sacrifices 
(Korbanot), whether for their errors or for their 
spitefulness, find no atonement in their sacrifices, 
unless they repent, and deliver themselves of a 
verbal confession, even as it is said: "He shall 
confess that he hath sinned in that thing" (Lev. 
5.5) 

Mishneh Torah, Repentance 2:2-3 ׳ג-׳ב:׳ב הבושת תוכלה ,הרות הנשמ
 .הבָוּשׁתְּהַ איהִ המַוּ )ב(

 רמֹגְיִוְ וֹתּבְשַׁחֲמַּמִ וֹריסִיוִ וֹאטְחֶ אטֵוֹחהַ בזֹעֲיַּשֶׁ אוּה

(2) What is repentance? 

STOP
The sinner shall cease sinning, and remove sin 
from his thoughts, and wholeheartedly conclude 

(6) Speak to the Israelites: When a man or woman 
commits any wrong (sin-chet) toward a fellow 
man, thus breaking faith with the LORD, and that 
person realizes his guilt, (7) he shall confess the 
wrong that he has done. He shall make restitution 
in the principal amount and add one-fifth to it, 
giving it to him whom he has wronged.



 בזֹעֲיַ" )ז הנ היעשי( רמַאֱנֶּשֶׁ דוֹע וּהשֵׂעֲיַ אֹלּשֶׁ וֹבּלִבְּ
 .'וֹגוְ "וֹכּרְדַּ עשָׁרָ

 יכִּ" )טי אל הימרי( רמַאֱנֶּשֶׁ רבַעָשֶׁ לעַ םחֵנַתְיִ ןכֵוְ
 ."יתִּמְחַנִ יבִוּשׁ ירֵחֲאַ

 אטְחֵהַ הזֶלְ בוּשׁיָ אֹלּשֶׁ תוֹמוּלעֲתַּ עַדֵוֹי וילָעָ דיעִיָוְ
 וּניהֵ˄אֱ דוֹע רמַאֹנ אֹלוְ" )ד די עשוה( רמַאֱנֶּשֶׁ םלָוֹעלְ
 .'וֹגוְ "וּנידֵיָ השֵׂעֲמַלְ

 רמַגָּשֶׁ וּלּאֵ תוֹניָנְעִ רמַוֹלוְ ויתָפָשְׂבִּ תוֹדּוַתְהִלְ ˂ירִצָוְ
 :וֹבּלִבְּ

 ירֵהֲ בזֹעֲלַ וֹבּלִבְּ רמַגָּ אֹלוְ םירִבָדְבִּ הדֶּוַתְמִּהַ לכָּ )ג(
 תלֶעֶוֹמ הלָיבִטְּהַ ןיאֵשֶׁ וֹדיָבְּ ץרֶשֶׁוְ לבֵוֹטלְ המֶוֹדּ הזֶ
 בזֵעֹוְ הדֶוֹמוּ רמֵוֹא אוּה ןכֵוְ .ץרֶשֶּׁהַ ˂ילִשְׁיַּשֶׁ דעַ וֹל
 בל תומש( רמַאֱנֶּשֶׁ אטְחֵהַ תאֶ טרֹפְלִ ˂ירִצָוְ .םחָרֻיְ

 םהֶלָ וּשׂעֲיַּוַ הלָדגְ האָטָחֲ הזֶּהַ םעָהָ אטָחָ אנָּאָ" )אל
 :"בהָזָ יהֵ˄אֱ

not to revert back to it, even as it is said: "Let the 
wicked forsake his way" (Is. 55.7); 

REGRET
so, too, shall he be remorseful on what was past, 
even as it is said: "Surely after that I was turned, I 
repented" (Jer. 31. 19). 

RESOLVE NOT TO REPEAT
In addition thereto he should take to witness Him 
Who knoweth all secrets that forever he will not 
turn to repeat that sin again, according to what it is 
said: "Say unto Him.… neither will we call any 
more the work of our hands our gods" (Hos. 
14.3–4). 

VERBAL CONFESSION - VIDUY
It is, moreover, essential that his confession shall 
be by spoken words of his lips, and all that which 
he concluded in his heart shall be formed in 
speech.

SINCERE
(3) He who confesses by speech but has not his 
heart's consent to abandon his erstwhile conduct, 
behold him, he is like one taking an immersion of 
purification and in his grasp is an impure creeping 
thing, when he knows the immersion to be of no 
value till he cast away the impure creeping thing. 
Even so it is advised to do, saying: "But whoso 
confesseth and forsaketh them shall shall obtain 
mercy" (Pro. 28. 13). In confessing to God, it is 
obligatory to name the sin, even as it is said: "Oh, 
this people have sinned a great sin, and have made 
them a god of gold" (Ex. 32.31).

Four Steps of Teshuva - Repentance

1. Separate yourself from the "sin"
2. Admit in words before God (viduy)
3. Regret (charata) - not Guilt
4. Resolve not to repeat the same mistake

Story of the Girl and the Party Dress

Metaphor for -

Sin (chet)
Forgiveness (slicha, mechila)
Repentance  (teshuva - viduy, charata, kabbala lahaba)



Atonement  (kapparah - korban)

Sacrifice - Giving Up Something? - as Atonement

Sacrifice - Korban
Close - Karov
To Sacrifice - LeHakriv - to cause to come close

ןברק
בורק
בירקהל

The "Scape Goat" on Yom Kippur Atones

Mishneh Torah, Repentance 1:2 ׳ב:׳א הבושת תוכלה ,הרות הנשמ
 לכָּ לעַ הרָפָּכַּ אוּהשֶׁ יפִלְ חַלֵּתַּשְׁמִּהַ ריעִשָׂ )ב(
 לאֵרָשְׂיִ לכָּ ןוֹשׁלְ לעַ וילָעָ הדֶּוַתְמִ לוֹדגָּ ןהֵכֹּ לאֵרָשְׂיִ

 תנֹוֹעֲ לכָּ תאֶ וילָעָ הדָּוַתְהִוְ" )אכ זט ארקיו( רמַאֱנֶּשֶׁ
 ."לאֵרָשְׂיִ ינֵבְּ

 ,הרָוֹתּבַּשֶׁ תוֹרבֵעֲ לכָּ לעַ רפֵּכַמְ חַלֵּתַּשְׁמִּהַ ריעִשָׂ
 רבַעָשֶׁ ןיבֵּ ןוֹדזָבְּ רבַעָשֶׁ ןיבֵּ ,תוֹרוּמחֲהַוְ תוֹלּקַּהַ
 לכּהַ ,וֹל עדַוֹה אֹלּשֶׁ ןיבֵּ וֹל עדַוֹהשֶׁ ןיבֵּ ,הגָגָשְׁבִּ
 .הבָוּשׁתְּ השָׂעָשֶׁ אוּהוְ .חַלֵּתַּשְׁמִּהַ ריעִשָׂבְּ רפֵּכַּתְמִ

 וֹל רפֵּכַמְ ריעִשָּׂהַ ןיאֵ הבָוּשׁתְּ השָׂעָ אֹל םאִ לבָאֲ
 .תוֹרוּמחֲהַ ןהֵ המַוּ תוֹלּקַּהַ ןהֵ המַוּ .תוֹלּקַּהַ לעַ אלָּאֶ
 וֹא ןידִּ תיבֵּ תתַימִ םהֶילֵעֲ ןיבִיָּחַשֶׁ ןהֵ תוֹרוּמחֲהַ
 ןהֶבָּ ןיאֵשֶׁ יפִּ לעַ ףאַ רקֶשֶׁוָ אוְשָׁ תעַוּבשְׁוּ .תרֵכָּ
 השֶׂעֲתַּ אֹל תוֹצְמִ ראָשְׁוּ .תוֹרוּמחֲהַ ןמִ ןהֵ ירֵהֲ תרֵכָּ
 :תוֹלּקַּהַ םהֵ תרֵכָּ ןהֶבָּ ןיאֵשֶׁ השֵׂעֲ תוֹצְמִוּ

(2) The Azazel-goat, because it is atoning for all 
Israel, the High-Priest confesses over it in the 
speech of all Israel, as it is said: "And confess over 
it, all the iniquities of the children of Israel" (Lev. 
16.21). 

The Azazel-goat, moreover, atones for all 
transgressions mentioned in the Torah, both, minor 
and major, whether one committed it in spite or 
whether he committed it in error, whether it was 
done by him knowingly or unknowingly— for 
everything the Azazel-goat atones, provided the 
sinner did repent. 

But if he doesn't repent, the Azazel-goat atones 
only for his minor sins. And, what are the minor 
and what are the major sins? The major sins are 
such as carry the penalty of death or excision, 
included among which are also vain and false 
swearing, although they do not carry the guilt of 
excision; and all other prohibitive or mandatory 
commandments which do not carry the 
punishment of excision are the minor.

When the Temple is not Standing and there is no "Scape Goat"

Mishneh Torah, Repentance 1:3 ׳ג:׳א הבושת תוכלה ,הרות הנשמ
 וּנלָ ןיאֵוְ םיָּקַ שׁדָּקְמִּהַ תיבֵּ ןיאֵשֶׁ הזֶּהַ ןמַזְּבַּ )ג(
 הבָוּשׁתְּהַ .הבָוּשׁתְּ אלָּאֶ םשָׁ ןיאֵ הרָפָּכַּ חבַּזְמִ
 .תוֹרבֵעֲהָ לכָּ לעַ תרֶפֶּכַמְ

 ןיאֵ הנָוֹרחֲאַבָּ הבָוּשׁתְּ השָׂעָוְ וימָיָ לכָּ עשָׁרָ וּלּפִאֲ

(3) At this time, when the Temple is not 
established and, therefore, no altar to atone for us, 
there is nothing else left for us but repentance. 
Repentance atones for all sins. 

Even one who was an evildoer all his life but 
repented in the end, not a thing of the wickedness 



 גל לאקזחי( רמַאֱנֶּשֶׁ וֹעשְׁרִמֵ רבָדָּ םוּשׁ וֹל ןירִיכִּזְמַ

 וֹבוּשׁ םוֹיבְּ הּבָּ לשֶׁכָּיִ אֹל עשָׁרָהָ תעַשְׁרִ" )בי
 ."וֹעשְׁרִמֵ

 רמַאֱנֶּשֶׁ םיבִשָּׁלַ רפֵּכַמְ םירִוּפּכִּהַ םוֹי לשֶׁ וֹמצְעַוְ
 :"םכֶילֵעֲ רפֵּכַיְ הזֶּהַ םוֹיּבַ יכִּ" )ל זט ארקיו(

is held out against him, even as it is said: "As for 
the wickedness of the wicked, he shall not fall 
thereby in the day that he turneth from his 
wickedness" (Ez. 33.12). 

Even the Day of Atonement itself atones only for 
those who did repent, even as it is said: "For on 
that day shall the priest make an atonement for 
you" (Lev. 16.30)

Additional Conditions Between Man to Man

Mishneh Torah, Repentance 2:9 ׳ט:׳ב הבושת תוכלה ,הרות הנשמ
 אלָּאֶ ןירִפְּכַמְ םירִוּפּכִּהַ םוֹי אֹלוְ הבָוּשׁתְּהַ ןיאֵ )ט(
 רבָדָּ לכַאָשֶׁ ימִ ןוֹגכְּ םוֹקמָּלַ םדָאָ ןיבֵּשֶׁ תוֹרבֵעֲ לעַ
 ...רוּסאָ

 תאֶ לבֵוֹחהַ ןוֹגכְּ וֹרבֵחֲלַ םדָאָ ןיבֵּשֶׁ תוֹרבֵעֲ לבָאֲ
 וֹניאֵ ןהֶבָּ אצֵוֹיּכַוְ וֹלזְוֹגּ וֹא וֹרבֵחֲ ללֵּקַמְהַ וֹא וֹרבֵחֲ
 וֹל ביָּחַ אוּהשֶּׁ המַ וֹרבֵחֲלַ ןתֵּיִּשֶׁ דעַ םלָוֹעלְ וֹל לחַמְנִ
.וּהצֵּרַיוִ

 ˂ירִצָ וֹל ביָּחַ אוּהשֶׁ ןוֹממָ וֹל ריזִחֱהֶשֶׁ יפִּ לעַ ףאַ 
 .וֹל לחמְיִּשֶׁ וּנּמֶּמִ לאשְׁלִוְ וֹתוֹצּרַלְ

 ˂ירִצָ םירִבָדְבִּ אלָּאֶ וֹרבֵחֲ תאֶ טינִקְהִ אֹל וּלּפִאֲ
 .וֹל לחמְיִּשֶׁ דעַ וֹבּ עַגֹּפְלִוְ וֹסיְּפַלְ

(9) Neither repentance nor the Day of Atonement 
atone for any save for sins committed between 
man and God, for instance, one who ate forbidden 
food; 

but sins between man and man, for instance, one 
injures his neighbor, or curses his neighbor or 
plunders him, or offends him in like matters, is 
ever not absolved unless he makes restitution of 
what he owes and begs the forgiveness of his 
neighbor. 

And, although he make restitution of the monetory 
debt, he is obliged to pacify him and to beg his 
forgiveness. 

Even he offended not his neighbor in aught save in 
words, he is obliged to appease him and implore 
him till he be forgiven by him. 

God Wants us to Choose to Have a Relationship with Him

Mishneh Torah, Repentance 5:3 ׳ג:׳ה הבושת תוכלה ,הרות הנשמ
 הרָוֹתּהַ דוּמּעַ אוּהוְ אוּה לוֹדגָּ רקָּעִ הזֶ רבָדָוְ )ג(
 ˃ינֶפָלְ יתִּתַנָ האֵרְ" )וט ל םירבד( רמַאֱנֶּשֶׁ הוָצְמִּהַוְ
 יכִנֹאָ האֵרְ" )וכ אי םירבד( ביתִכְוּ ."םייִּחַהַ תאֶ םוֹיּהַ
 ."םוֹיּהַ םכֶינֵפְלִ ןתֵנֹ

 םדָאָהָ ץפֹּחְיַּשֶׁ לכָוְ .םכֶדְיֶבְּ תוּשׁרְהָשֶׁ רמַוֹלכְּ
 ןיבֵּ םיבִוֹט ןיבֵּ השֶׂוֹע םדָאָהָ ינֵבְּ השֵׂעֲמַּמִ תוֹשׂעֲלַ
 .םיעִרָ

(3) And, this matter is a great and component part, 
the very pillar of the Torah and its precepts, even 
as it is said: "See, I have set before thee this day 
life and good, and death and evil" (Deut. 30.15), 
and it is, moreover, written: "Behold, I set before 
you this day a blessing and curse" (Ibid. 11.26). 

This is as if saying, the power is in your hand, and 
whatever human activity man may be inclined to 
carry on he has a free will to elect either good or 
evil. 



 היָהָוְ ןתֵּיִ ימִ" )וכ ה םירבד( רמַאֱנֶ ןיָנְעִהָ הזֶ ינֵפְּמִוּ
 ."םהֶלָ הזֶ םבָבָלְ

 רזֵוֹגּ אֹלוְ םדָאָהָ ינֵבְּ הפֶוֹכּ ארֵוֹבּהַ ןיאֵשֶׁ רמַוֹלכְּ
 :םהֶלָ רוּסמָ לכּהַ אלָּאֶ העָרָ וֹא הבָוֹט תוֹשׂעֲלַ ןהֶילֵעֲ

And, because of this very subject it is said: "Oh, 
who would grant that they had such a heart as this, 
to fear Me, and to keep all my commandments at 
all times" (Ibid. 5.26). 

This is as if saying, that the Creator forces not the 
sons of man, and makes no decrees against them 
that they should do good or evil, but that it all is in 
their own keeping.

The Purpose of Teshuva is to Bring us Close to God

Mishneh Torah, Repentance 7:6 ׳ו:׳ז הבושת תוכלה ,הרות הנשמ
 הנָיכִשְּׁלַ םדָאָהָ תאֶ תבֶרֶקָמְּשֶׁ הבָוּשׁתְּ הלָוֹדגְּ )ו(

 ."˃יהֶ˄אֱ 'ה דעַ לאֵרָשְׂיִ הבָוּשׁ" )ב די עשוה( רמַאֱנֶּשֶׁ
 .'ה םאֻנְ ידַעָ םתֶּבְשַׁ אֹלוְ" )ו ד סומע( רמַאֱנֶוְ
 'ה םאֻנְ לאֵרָשְׂיִ בוּשׁתָּ םאִ" )א ד הימרי( רמַאֱנֶוְ"
 .קבַּדְתִּ יבִּ הבָוּשׁתְבִּ רזֹחֲתַּ םאִ רמַוֹלכְּ ."בוּשׁתָּ ילַאֵ

 הזֶ היָהָ שׁמֶאֶ .םיקִוֹחרְהָ תאֶ תבֶרֶקָמְ הבָוּשׁתְּהַ
 םוֹיּהַוְ .הבָעֵוֹתוְ קחָרֻמְוּ ץקָּשֻׁמְ םוֹקמָּהַ ינֵפְלִ יוּאנשָׂ
 .דידִיָוְ בוֹרקָ דמָחְנֶוְ בוּהאָ אוּה

 אוּה ˂וּרבָּ שׁוֹדקָּהַשֶׁ ןוֹשׁלָבְּשֶׁ אצֵוֹמ התָּאַ ןכֵוְ
 דיחִיָ ןיבֵּ םיבִשָּׁהַ תאֶ ברֵקָמְ הּבָּ םיאִטְוֹחהַ קיחִרְמַ
 רשֶׁאֲ םוֹקמְבִּ היָהָוְ" )א ב עשוה( רמַאֱנֶּשֶׁ .םיבִּרַ ןיבֵּ
 ."יחָ לאֵ ינֵבְּ םהֶלָ רמֵאָיֵ םתֶּאַ ימִּעַ אֹל םהֶלָ רמֵאָיֵ

(6) Great, indeed, is repentance for it brings man 
nigh to the Shekinah, even as it is said: "Return, O 
Israel, unto the Lord thy God" (Hosea, 14. 2); and 
it is further said: "Yet have ye not returned unto 
Me, saith the Lord" (Amos, 4.6); and it is yet 
again said: "If thou wilt return, O Israel, saith the 
Lord, yea, return unto Me" (Jer. 4.1), as if saying: 
"If thou wilt turn in repentance ye will cleave unto 
Me". 

Repentance brings near the far apart. But 
yesterday this sinner was hateful to the presence of 
God, scorned, ostracized and abominate, and to-
day he is beloved, desirable, companionable and a 
friend. 

Thou findest, moreover, that in the very language 
God employs to distance the sinners He employs 
to bring nigh unto Him the penitent whether the 
individual or the many, even as it is said: "And it 
shall come to pass that, instead of that which was 
said unto them, 'Ye are not My people', it shall be 
said unto them: 'Ye are the children of the living 
God'. 

Repentance Toward the End of Days Before the Third Temple is Built

Deuteronomy 30:1-5 ׳ה-׳א:׳ל םירבד
 ה֙כָרָבְּהַ הלֶּאֵ֗הָ םירִ֣בָדְּהַ־לכָּ ˃ילֶ֜עָ וּאבֹ֨יָ־יכִֽ ה֩יָהָוְ )א(
 ˃בֶ֔בָלְ־לאֶ תָ֙בֹשֵׁהֲוַ ˃י֑נֶפָלְ יתִּתַ֖נָ רשֶׁ֥אֲ הלָ֔לָקְּהַוְ
׃המָּשָֽׁ ˃יהֶ֖˄אֱ הוָ֥היְ ֛˃חֲידִּהִ רשֶׁ֧אֲ םיִ֔וֹגּהַ־לכָבְּ

(1) When all these things befall you—the blessing 
and the curse that I have set before you—and you 
take them to heart amidst the various nations to 
which the LORD your God has banished you,

(2) and you return to the LORD your God, and you 



 לכֹ֛כְּ וֹל֔קֹבְ תָּ֣עְמַשָׁוְ ֙˃יהֶ֙˄אֱ הוָ֤היְ־דעַ תָּ֞בְשַׁוְ )ב(
 ֖˃בְבָלְ־לכָבְּ ˃ינֶ֔בָוּ התָּ֣אַ םוֹיּ֑הַ ֖˃וְּצַמְ יכִ֥נֹאָ־רשֶׁאֲ
׃˃שֶֽׁפְנַ־לכָבְוּ

 בשָׁ֗וְ ˃מֶ֑חֲרִוְ ֖˃תְוּבשְׁ־תאֶ ˃יהֶ֛˄אֱ הוָ֧היְ בשָׁ֨וְ )ג(
 ˃יהֶ֖˄אֱ הוָ֥היְ ֛˃צְיפִֽהֱ רשֶׁ֧אֲ םימִּ֔עַהָ֣־לכָּמִ ֙˃צְבֶּקִוְ

׃המָּשָֽׁ

 ֙˃צְבֶּקַיְ םשָּׁ֗מִ םיִמָ֑שָּׁהַ הצֵ֣קְבִּ ֖˃חֲדַּנִֽ ה֥יֶהְיִ־םאִ )ד(
׃˃חֶֽקָּיִ םשָּׁ֖מִוּ ˃יהֶ֔˄אֱ הוָ֣היְ

 וּשׁ֥רְיָ־רשֶׁאֲ ץרֶאָ֛הָ־לאֶ ˃יהֶ֗˄אֱ הוָ֣היְ ֞˃אֲיבִֽהֱוֶ )ה(
׃˃יתֶֽבֹאֲמֵ ֖˃בְּרְהִוְ ֥˃בְטִֽיהֵוְ הּתָּ֑שְׁרִיוִֽ ˃יתֶ֖בֹאֲ

and your children heed His command with all your 
heart and soul, just as I enjoin upon you this day,

(3) then the LORD your God will restore your 
fortunes and take you back in love. He will bring 
you together again from all the peoples where the 
LORD your God has scattered you.

(4) Even if your outcasts are at the ends of the 
world, from there the LORD your God will gather 
you, from there He will fetch you.

(5) And the LORD your God will bring you to the 
land that your fathers possessed, and you shall 
possess it; and He will make you more prosperous 
and more numerous than your fathers.
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