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Tisha B'Av Should be a Day of Mourning for All the Nations

Isaiah 56:7 ׳ז:ו״נ והיעשי
 תיבֵ֣בְּ ם֙יתִּחְמַּשִׂוְ ישִׁ֗דְקָ רהַ֣־לאֶ םיתִ֞וֹאיבִהֲוַ )ז(
 יכִּ֣ יחִ֑בְּזְמִ־לעַֽ ןוֹצ֖רָלְ םהֶ֛יחֵבְזִוְ םהֶ֧יתֵ˄וֹע יתִ֔לָּפִתְּ
׃םימִּֽעַהָ־לכָלְ ארֵ֖קָּיִ הלָּ֥פִתְּ־תיבֵּ יתִ֔יבֵ

(7) I will bring them to My sacred mount  And let 
them rejoice in My house of prayer.  Their burnt 
offerings and sacrifices  Shall be welcome on My 
altar;  For My House shall be called  A house of 
prayer for all peoples.”

Isaiah's Prophecy Does Not Dwell on the Destruction
rather he focuses on the underlying cause and how to repair it

Isaiah's VISION is always recited on the Shabbat before Tisha B'av

Isaiah 1 ׳א והיעשי
 הדָ֖וּהיְ־לעַ הזָ֔חָ רשֶׁ֣אֲ ץוֹמ֔אָ־ןבֶ וּה֣יָעְשַֽׁיְ ן֙וֹזחֲ )א(
... ם֑ ִלָשָׁוּריוִ

 ם֙ינִבָּ רבֵּ֑דִּ הוָ֖היְ יכִּ֥ ץרֶאֶ֔ ינִיזִ֣אֲהַוְ ם֙יִמַ֙שָׁ וּע֤מְשִׁ )ב(
 וּהנֵ֔קֹ ר֙וֹשׁ עדַ֥יָ )ג(׃יבִֽ וּעשְׁפָּ֥ םהֵ֖וְ יתִּמְמַ֔וֹרוְ יתִּלְדַּ֣גִּ
ֹל ל֙אֵרָשְׂיִ וילָ֑עָבְּ סוּב֣אֵ רוֹמ֖חֲוַ ֹל ימִּ֖עַ עדַ֔יָ א֣  א֥
׃ן נָֽוֹבּתְהִ

 וּצ֛אֲנִֽ הוָ֗היְ־תאֶ וּב֣זְעָ םיתִ֑יחִשְׁמַ םינִ֖בָּ... )ד(
...׃רוֹחֽאָ וּרזֹ֥נָ לאֵ֖רָשְׂיִ שׁוֹד֥קְ־תאֶ

 שׁאֵ֑ תוֹפ֣רֻשְׂ םכֶ֖ירֵעָ המָ֔מָשְׁ םכֶ֣צְרְאַ )ז(

. ם֙כֶיחֵבְזִ־ברֹ ילִּ֤־המָּלָ )אי(... הוָ֖היְ־רבַדְ וּע֥מְשִׁ )י(

ֹז שׁקֵּ֥בִ־ימִ י֑נָפָּ תוֹא֖רָלֵ וּאבֹ֔תָ יכִּ֣ )בי(  םכֶ֖דְיֶּמִ תא֛
ֹל )גי(׃ירָֽצֵחֲ סמֹ֥רְ  אוְשָׁ֔־תחַנְמִ א֙יבִהָ וּפיסִ֗וֹת א֣
 ילִ֑ איהִ֖ הבָ֛עֵוֹתּ תרֶטֹ֧קְ

(1) The Vision of Isaiah son of Amoz, who 
prophesied concerning Judah and Jerusalem ....

Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth, For the 
LORD has spoken: “I reared children and brought 
them up— And they have rebelled against Me! (3)

An ox knows its owner ... Israel does not know, 
My people takes no thought.”

(4) ... Depraved children! They have forsaken the 
LORD, Spurned the Holy One of Israel, Turned 
their backs [on Him]....

(7) Your land is a waste, Your cities burnt down; ...

(10) Hear the word of the LORD, ... (11) “What 
need have I of all your sacrifices?” .

(12) That you come to appear before Me— Who 
asked that of you? Trample My courts (13) no 
more; Bringing oblations is futile, Incense is 
offensive to Me. 

New moon and sabbath, Proclaiming of 



ֹרקְ ת֙בָּשַׁוְ שׁדֶחֹ֤ ׃הרָֽצָעֲוַ ןוֶאָ֖ לכַ֥וּא־אֹל ארָ֔קְמִ א֣

 םימִ֥דָּ םכֶ֖ידֵיְ עַמֵ֑שֹׁ ינִּ֣נֶיאֵ הלָּ֖פִתְ וּבּ֥רְתַ־יכִּֽ... )וט(
׃וּאלֵֽמָ

 י֑נָיעֵ דגֶ ֣נֶּמִ םכֶ֖ילֵלְעַמַ עַרֹ֥ וּריסִ֛הָ וּכּ֔זַּהִ וּ֙צחֲרַ )זט(
׃עַרֵֽהָ וּל֖דְחִ

 וּט֣פְשִׁ ץוֹמ֑חָ וּר֣שְּׁאַ טפָּ֖שְׁמִ וּשׁ֥רְדִּ בטֵ֛יהֵ וּד֥מְלִ )זי(
)ס( ׃הנָֽמָלְאַ וּבירִ֖םוֹת֔יָ

 םכֶ֤יאֵטָחֲ וּי֨הְיִֽ־םאִ הוָ֑היְ רמַ֣אֹי החָ֖כְוָּֽנִוְ אנָ֛־וּכלְ )חי(
... וּניבִּ֔לְיַ גלֶשֶּׁ֣כַּ ם֙ינִשָּׁכַּ

solemnities, Assemblies with iniquity, I cannot 
abide.

(15) ... Though you pray at length, I will not listen. 
Your hands are stained with crime—

(16) Wash yourselves clean; Put your evil doings 
Away from My sight. Cease to do evil;

(17) Learn to do good. Devote yourselves to 
justice; Aid the wronged. Uphold the rights of the 
orphan; Defend the cause of the widow.

(18) “Come, let us reach an understanding, —says 
the LORD. Be your sins like crimson, They can 
turn snow-white;

Why Were the Temples of Jerusalem Destroyed?

Yoma 9b ב ׳ט אמוי
ברח המ ינפמ ןושאר שדקמ

תוכיפשו תוירע יולגו ז"ע וב ויהש םירבד 'ג ינפמ
םימד

תוצמבו הרותב ןיקסוע ויהש ינש שדקמ לבא
ברח המ ינפמ םידסח תולימגו

הלוקשש ךדמלל םנח תאנש וב התיהש ינפמ
תוירע יולג ז"ע תוריבע שלש דגנכ םנח תאנש
םימד תוכיפשו

Due to what reason was the First Temple
destroyed?

It was destroyed due to the fact that there were
three matters that existed in the First Temple:
Idol worship, forbidden sexual relations, and
bloodshed.

However, considering that the people during the
Second Temple period were engaged in Torah
study, observance of mitzvot, and acts of
kindness, and that they did not perform the sinful
acts that were performed in the First Temple, why
was the Second Temple destroyed?

It was destroyed due to the fact that there was
wanton hatred during that period. This comes to
teach you that the sin of wanton hatred is
equivalent to the three severe transgressions:
Idol worship, forbidden sexual relations and
bloodshed.

There are many more reasons given for the destruction

Eichah Rabbah 1:1 ׳א:׳א הבר הכיא



וּנבֵּרַ וֹל וּרמְאָ יאזַּעַ ןבֶּ תאֶ וּלאֲשָׁ  ,הבָשְׁיָ הכָיאֵ
אֹל םהֶלָ רמַאָ ,תוֹניקִ תלַּגִמְמִ דחָאֶ רבָדָּ וּנלָ שׁרדְּ
הלָימִּבַוּ ,םלָוֹע לשֶׁ וֹדיחִיבִּ וּרפְכָּשֶׁ דעַ לאֵרָשְׂיִ וּלגָּ

,תוֹרבְּדִּהַ תרֶשֶׂעֲבַוּ ,תוֹרוֹדּ םירִשְׂעֶלְ הנָתְּנִּשֶׁ
.ה"כָיאֵ ןיַנְמִ ,הרָוֹתּ ירֵפְסִ השָּׁמִחֲבַוּ

(1) "How (eichah) does she dwell..."
(Lamentations 1:1): They asked Ben Azzai, and
they said to him: Our teacher, derash something
for us from the Lamentation Scroll. He said to
them: Israel was not exiled until they denied the
unity of the world, and circumcision that had been
given [after] 20 generations, and the 10
commandments, and the 5 books of the Torah - the
numbers in "eichah" (Alef - Yud - Chaf - Heh =
1-10-20-5).

Is the destruction of the Temples hinted at in the story of Creation?

Genesis 1:1-2 ׳ב-׳א:׳א תישארב
׃ץרֶאָֽהָ תאֵ֥וְ םיִמַ֖שָּׁהַ תאֵ֥ םיהִ֑˄אֱ ארָ֣בָּ תישִׁ֖ארֵבְּ )א(
 םוֹה֑תְ ינֵ֣פְּ־לעַ ˂שֶׁחֹ֖וְ וּהבֹ֔וָ וּ֙התֹ֨ התָ֥יְהָ ץרֶאָ֗הָוְ )ב(
׃םיִמָּֽהַ ינֵ֥פְּ־לעַ תפֶחֶ֖רַמְ םיהִ֔˄אֱ חַוּר֣וְ

(1) When God began to create heaven and earth—
(2) the earth being unformed and void, with 
darkness over the surface of the deep and a wind 
from God sweeping over the water—

Destruction of the Temples Hinted at in Genesis 1:2

Baal HaTurim on Genesis 1:2 ׳ב:׳א תישארב לע םירוטה לעב
 תאֶ יתִיאִרָ" :ךדיאו ,אכה .'ב – "וּהבֹוָ וּהתֹ" )א(
 .)גכ ד והימרי( "וּהבֹוָ וּהתֹ הנֵּהִוְ ץרֶאָהָ

 ןברוחב םלועה תאירבב ה"בקה הפצש דמלמ
 ,ו"הת תנשב ברחנש ,תיבה

 תנשב ברחנו ,הנש י"ת דמע ןושארה תיבה ירהש
 .א"ית

 ץרֶאָהָוְ" והזו ,ה"תיה ןינמכ דמע ינש תיבו
 ."התָיְהָ

.תויולגל זמר ,"˂שֶׁחֹ" ךכ רחאו

 איה וז" :אירטמיגב – "תפֶחֶרַמְ םיהִ˄אֱ חַוּרוְ" )ב(
."חישמה ךלמ לש וחור

(1) Chaos and void (tohu vabohu): [This phrase 
appears] two [times]. Here, and the other one is 
(Jeremiah 4:23) "I have seen the earth and behold, 
it is chaos and void." 

[This] teaches that the Holy One, blessed be He, 
foresaw the destruction of the Temple when He 
created the world, [and] that it would be in the 
year tohu (the letters that are equal to the number, 
411); 

since, behold the first Temple stood for 410 years 
and was destroyed in the 411th year. 

And the second Temple stood the numerical 
equivalent of [the word,] hayita (420), and this is 
[why it states] "vehaarets haita" ("and the earth 
was;" which is the phrase that precedes tohu in 
this verse). 

And afterwards, [it is written], "darkness," a hint 
to the exiles. ..

(2) And the spirit of God was hovering: has a 
numerical equivalent (gematria) of 'this is the 
spirit of messiah.'



Why the Torah begins with the Creation of the Universe

Rashi on Genesis 1:1 ׳א:׳א תישארב לע י"שר
 ˂ירִצָ היָהָ אֹֹֹל קחָצְיִ יבִּרַ רמַאָ .תישארב)א(
 איהִשֶׁ ,םכֶלָ הזֶּהַ שׁדֶחֹהַמֵ אלָּאֶ הרָוֹתּהַ תאֶ ליחִתְהַלְ
 ,לאֵרָשׂיִ הּבָּ וּוּטַצְנִּשֶׁ הנָוֹשׁארִ הוָצְמִ

 ?תישִׁארֵבְבִּ חתַפָּ םעַטַּ המַוּ

 םיִוֹגּ תלַחֲנַ םהֶלָ תתֵלָ וֹמּעַלְ דיגִּהִ וישָׂעֲמַ חַכֹּ םוּשׁמִ
 ,)א"יק םיליהת(

,םתֶּאַ םיטִסְלִ לאֵרָשְׁיִלְ םלָוֹעהָ תוֹמּאֻ וּרמְאֹי םאִשֶׁ
 םהֶלָ םירִמְוֹא םהֵ ,םיִוֹג העָבְשִׁ תוֹצרְאַ םתֶּשְׁבַכְּשֶׁ
 הּנָתָנְוּ הּאָרָבְ אוּה ,איהִ ה"בָּקָּהַ לשֶׁ ץרֶאָהָ לכָּ
 וֹנוֹצרְבִוּ ,םהֶלָ הּנָתָנְ וֹנוֹצרְבִּ ,וינָיעֵבְּ רשַׁיָ רשֶׁאֲלַ
:וּנלָ הּנָתָנְוּ םהֶמֵ הּלָטָנְ

(1) תישארב  IN THE BEGINNING — Rabbi Isaac 
said: The Torah which is the Law book of Israel 
should have commenced with the verse (Exodus 
12:2) “This month shall be unto you the first of the 
months” which is the first commandment given to 
Israel. 

What is the reason, then, that it commences with 
the account of the Creation? 

Because of the thought expressed in Psalms 111:6 
“He declared to His people the strength of His 
works (i.e. He gave an account of the work of 
Creation), in order to explain that He had the 
power and authority to give Israel the land of the 
nations.” 

For should the peoples of the world say to Israel, 
“You are robbers, because you took by force the 
lands of the seven nations of Canaan”, Israel may 
reply to them, “All the earth belongs to the Holy 
One, blessed be He; He created it and gave it to 
whom He pleased. When He wanted to, He gave it 
to the Nations, and when He wanted to, He took it 
from them and gave it to us” (Yalkut Shimoni on 
Torah 187).

The Destruction of the Temples Hinted at in the Noah Story

Genesis 6:11-13 ג״י-א״י:׳ו תישארב
 ץרֶאָ֖הָ אלֵ֥מָּתִּוַ םיהִ֑˄אֱהָֽ ינֵ֣פְלִ ץרֶאָ֖הָ תחֵ֥שָּׁתִּוַ)אי(
 התָחָ֑שְׁנִ הנֵּ֣הִוְ ץרֶאָ֖הָ־תאֶ םיהִ֛˄אֱ ארְ֧ יַּוַ )בי(׃סמָֽחָ
)גי()ס( ׃ץרֶאָֽהָ־לעַ וֹכּ֖רְדַּ־תאֶ רשָׂ֛בָּ־לכָּ תיחִ֧שְׁהִ־יכִּֽ

ֹיּוַ  האָ֥לְמָ־יכִּֽ ינַ֔פָלְ אבָּ֣ ר֙שָׂבָּ־לכָּ ץקֵ֤ חַנֹ֗לְ םיהִ֜˄אֱ רמֶא֨
׃ץרֶאָֽהָ־תאֶ םתָ֖יחִשְׁמַ ינִ֥נְהִוְ םהֶ֑ינֵפְּמִ סמָ֖חָ ץרֶאָ֛הָ

(11) The earth became corrupt before God; the 
earth was filled with lawlessness. (12) When God 
saw how corrupt the earth was, for all flesh had 
corrupted its ways on earth, (13) God said to Noah, 
“I have decided to put an end to all flesh, for the 
earth is filled with lawlessness because of them: I 
am about to destroy them with the earth.

Rashi on Genesis 6:11-13 ג״י-א״י:׳ו תישארב לע י"שר
 ןפֶּ וֹמכְּ )ז"נ 'הנס( זָ"עֲוַ הוָרְעֶ ןוֹשׁלְ .תחשתו)א(
:'וֹגוְ רשָׂבָּ לכָּ תיחִשְׁהִ יכִּ ,)'ד 'בד( ןוּתחִשְׁתַּ

(1) תחשתו  [THE EARTH] WAS CORRUPT — It 
means lewdness and idolatry, as (Deuteronomy 
ןותיחשת ןפ (4:16  “lest ye deal corruptly” (the 



:לזֶגֶּ .סמח ץראה אלמתו)ב(

 ףוֹעוָ היָּחַ המָהֵבְ וּלּפִאֲ .רשב לכ תיחשה יכ)א(
:ןנָימִ ןנָיאֵשֶׁלְ ןיקִקָזְנִ

 תוּנזְ אצֵוֹמ התָּאַשֶׁ םוֹקמָ לכָּ .רשב לכ ץק)א(
 םיבִוֹט תגֶרֶוֹהוְ םלָוֹעלְ האָבָּ איָסְוּמוֹלוֹרדְּנְאַ זָ"עֲוַ
.םיעִרָוְ

 םנָידִּ רזַגְּ םתַּחְנֶ אֹל .סמח ץראה האלמ יכ)ב(
:)ח"ק 'הנס( לזֶגֶּהַ לעַ אלָּאֶ

following words show that this refers to idolatry) 
and as ‘ וגו רשב לכ תיחשה יכ  “for all flesh had 
corrupted etc.” (in next verse of this chapter where 
Rashi states that this has reference to lewdness) 
(Sanhedrin 57a).

(2) סמח ץראה אלמתו  AND THE EARTH WAS 
FILLED WITH VIOLENCE — means robbery. 

(1) רשב לכ תיחשה יכ  FOR ALL FLESH HAD 
CORRUPTED — even cattle, beasts and fowl did 
not consort with their own species (Genesis 
Rabbah 28:8). 

(1) רשב לכ ץק  THE END OF ALL FLESH — 
Wherever you find lewdness and idolatry, 
punishment of an indiscriminate character comes 
upon the world killing good and bad alike 
(Genesis Rabbah 26:5).

(2) סמח ץראה האלמ יכ  FOR THE EARTH IS 
FILLED WITH VIOLENCE — Their fate was 
sealed only on account of their sin of robbery 
(Sanhedrin 108a).

The Essential Problem Is Thievery- taking what does not belong to you.
Both in the Creation of the World and the Creation of Israel

Kli Yakar on Genesis 1:1 ׳א:׳א תישארב לע רקי ילכ
 תאו םימשה תא םיהלא ארב תישארב)א(
 תא ליחתהל ךירצ היה אל י״ר רמא)ו(.ץראה
 תומואה ורמאי אלש ידכ אלא .'וכו הרותה
 ורמאי םא ךכב המו השקו .'וכ םתא םיטסל
הרותה רדס הנשי הז רובעב יכו םתא םיטסל

 יכ רקיעב הריפכ םרוג הז רבדש יפל הזל הבושת 
 רבג םילאד לכו ןייד תילו ןיד תיל ורמאי

 ואצומ ונינע רדסמה גיהנמ םלועל היה וליא יכ
 ךרד עורזב םתחקלשכ םכב החימ אל המל ואבומו
 .תומוא 'ז תוצרא תויטסל

 יכ לובמה רוד לש ןניד רזג םתחנ אל הז םעטמ יכ
 לזוג )דכ חכ ילשמ( רמאש ומכ לזגה רובעב םא

(6) Rabbi Yitschak said, "It was not necessary 
to begin the Torah, etc. but rather so that the 
nations should not say, 'you are thieves, etc.'" 
(Rashi on Genesis 1:1): And it is difficult; and 
what about it, if they will say, "you are thieves," 
and because of this, the order of the Torah should 
be changed? 

The answer to this is that this matter brings heresy 
to the world, since they will say, "there is no law 
and no Judge" [in the world] and 'whoever is 
strongest prevails;' 

since if the world had a Ruler, who sets up its 
matters - it comings and goings - why did He not 
protest against you when you took by force - by 
way of theft - the lands of the seven [Canaanite] 
nations? 



 שיאל אוה רבח עשפ ןיא רמואו ומאו ויבא
 ,תיחשמ

 םצע רובעב וניא ותלוזמ לודג הז אטחש המ יכ
 ונממ תכשמנה הערה רובעב םא יכ אטחה
 ןיא רמאיו ושפנב םשא םישי אל לזגב אטוחהש
 ץראב םיטפוש םיהלא ןיא יכ עשפ

 לובמה רודל ל״ר ,תיחשמ שיאל רבח אוה ןכ לעו
 תא רשב לכ תיחשה יכ )בי ו תישארב( םהב רמאנש
)וט אכ בויא( ורמאו רקיעב ורפכ המה םג יכ ,וכרד

 סמח תושעל םלחֹה הזו .'וגו ונדבענ יכ ידש המ
 .ץראב לזגו

 ןכ לע הנומאה לכל דוסי לזגה תעינמש יפלו
 הנושאר הוצמב וילע ריהזהו ה״בקה ומידקה
 וכשמ רמאנ םש יכ )ב בי תומש( .םכל הזה שדחה
 לוזגה איצוהל םכלשמ )אכ בי םש( .ןאצ םכל וחקו
 .םירוטה לעב שריפ ןכ

Since it is for this reason that the judgment of the 
generation of the flood was not sealed except on 
account of theft, as it is stated (Proverbs 28:24), 
"One who steals from his father and mother and 
says 'it is not a transgression' is the companion of 
a destructive person;" 

since the reason this sin is greater than others is 
not because of the sin itself, but rather because of 
the evil that comes out of it; as the sinner who 
steals does not place guilt upon himself and says, 
"there is no transgression, since there is no God 
that judges in the world;" 

and therefore he is the companion of a destructive 
person, which means to say, [he is a companion] 
of the generation of the flood, as it is stated about 
them (Genesis 6:12), "since all flesh destroyed its 
way," since they also denied a principle of faith 
and said (Job 21:15), "What is the Omnipotent, 
that we should serve Him, etc." And this is what 
[brought] them to practice extortion and theft in 
the world. 

And because the prevention of theft is 
fundamental to all of faith, therefore the Holy 
One, blessed be He, made it come early and 
warned about it in the first commandment of 
(Exodus 12:2), "This month will be for you;" as 
over there, it is stated (Exodus 12:21), "And bring 
close and acquire for yourselves sheep," [meaning] 
from yours, and [not from] stolen ones; so 
explained the Ba'al HaTurim. 

The Remedy - Anshei Amana - Drain the Swamp

Shabbat 119b ב ט״יק תבש
 ליבִשְׁבִּ אלָּאֶ םיִלַשָׁוּריְ הבָרְחָ אֹל :אבָרָ רמַאָוְ

,הנָמָאֲ ישֵׁנְאַ הנָּמֶּמִ וּקסְפָּשֶׁ

And Rava said: Jerusalem was destroyed only 
because there were no more trustworthy people
there, 

Gaon of Vilna - The main task when returning to the Land from exile
and working to bring the Mashiach

Kol HaTor 1:25-26 ו״כ-ה״כ:׳א רותה לוק
 people of truth. One of the main means for .[e] (25) םיעצמאה דחא .הנמא ישנא ]ה[ )זי )הכ(

the survival of all our work, is the establishment of 



 תמקה איה ונתדובע לכ לש המויקל םירקיעה
 ,הנמא ישנא

 םלשורי הברח אל יכ )ט״יק תבש( ל״זח י״פע
 םיקהל .הנמא ישנא הנממ וקספש ליבשב אלא
 ונשדק ריעב תומלשה לכב ,הנמא ישנא

 ונילעפו ונלמע לכל ךרע םוש ןיא תאז ידעלב יכ
ו״ח

 השודקה ונצרא בושי .תווש תודמ ]ו[ )חי )וכ(
 תודמב תויהל ךירצ טרפב םלשורי ןינבו ללכב
 ,תווש

 תודמה לכ ויהיש דע אב דוד ןב ןיא ל״זח י״פע
 םירעשה לכ ויהיש דע אב דוד ןב ןיא ,תווש
 .)ח״צ ןירדהנס( םילוקש

 אל :קוספב ונבר לש ודועיב םג איה תאז לכו
 ךומסה ,הנטק וא הלודג הפיאו הפיא ךתיבב היהי
 קדצו המלש ןבא קוספל

 י״פע לארשי ץרא ונייה ךתיבב ,ונבר ונל ראיבו
 ,׳וגו המדאה לע ךימי ןוכיראי ןעמל םש בותכה
.ךל ןתונ ךיקלא ׳ד רשא ץראב ,וירחאו

 םולש יהי :בותכ היונבה םלשוריל רשקב ןכו
 דב םולש ןיאו .ךיסכנב םולש :ומוגרתכו .ךליחב
 תווש תודמב ךיסכנב םולש היהישכ קד. אמייק
.ל״נכ

 אשני איג לכ :בותכה תנווכ תא הזב םייקל ידכבו
 הקדצב בותכה י״פעו ,ולפשי העבגו רה לכו
שפנ לכל הווש ןפואב ונייה יננוכת

a group of people of truth. 

According to our Sages of blessed memory 
(Shabbat 119b), Jerusalem was destroyed only 
because truthful men were no longer there, and so 
could not establish men of truth, with integrity, in 
our Holy City.

Without that, there is no value to all our labor and 
our deeds, God forbid...

(26) [f]. equal measures. The settlement of our 
Holy Land in general, and the construction of 
Jerusalem in particular must be according to the 
principle of equal [balanced/ accurate] measures 
for everyone. 

According to our Sages of blessed memory, 
Mashiach ben David will not come until all the 
measures/ prices are equal. Yet another 
interpretation by them is that Mashiach ben David 
will not come until all the rates are accurately 
balanced (Sanhedrin 98a). ..

This, too, is included in the verse: [Deut. 25:14] 
“your house should not have two different weights 
for measurement, a large one and a small one, ” 
which is immediately followed by: [Deut. 25:15] 
“a perfect and just weight you should have.” 

The Gaon explained to us that the term “in your 
house” refers to Eretz Israel, as it states: “in order 
that your days be long upon the Land, etc.” 
Afterwards it states, “that the Lord your God gives 
you.” 

Likewise with respect to a built-up Jerusalem: It 
states, [Ps. 122:7] “peace be within your walls, ” 
translated by Onkelos as “peace regarding your 
possessions.” For there is no durable peace unless 
there is peace regarding possessions and equal 
measures, as stated above. 

In order to carry out the intention of the text: “in 
righteousness will you be established, ” meaning 
in a way that is just and equal for everyone

 and this is the main foundation for the 
establishment of truthful men. 



 הנמא ישנא םויק לש ירקעה דוסיה והזו

Isaiah tells us in his Vision What is Required to Redeem Zion

Isaiah 1:21-27 ז״כ-א״כ:׳א והיעשי
 טפָּ֗שְׁמִ יתִ֣אֲלֵמְ ה֑נָמָאֱנֶ ה֖יָרְקִ הנָ֔וֹזלְ התָ֣יְהָ ה֙כָיאֵ )אכ(
׃םיחִֽצְּרַמְ התָּ֥עַוְ הּבָּ֖ ןילִ֥יָ קדֶצֶ֛

׃םיִמָּֽבַּ לוּה֥מָ ˂אֵ֖בְסָ ... )בכ(

 דחַשֹׁ֔ בהֵ֣אֹ וֹ֙לּכֻּ םיבִ֔נָּגַּ י֙רֵבְחַוְ םירִ֗רְוֹס ˂יִרַ֣שָׂ )גכ(
ֹל ם֙וֹתיָ םינִ֑מֹלְשַׁ ףדֵ֖רֹוְ  ה֖נָמָלְאַ בירִ֥וְ וּטפֹּ֔שְׁיִ א֣
ֹל )פ( ׃םהֶֽילֵאֲ אוֹב֥יָ־אֽ

 הרָיסִ֖אָוְ ˂יִ גָ֑יסִ רבֹּ֖כַּ ףרֹ֥צְאֶוְ ˂יִלַ֔עָ י֙דִיָ הבָישִׁ֤אָוְ )הכ(
׃˂יִלָֽידִבְּ־לכָּ

 הלָּ֑חִתְּבַכְּ ˂יִצַ֖עֲיֹוְ הנָ֔שֹׁארִ֣בָכְּ ֙˂יִטַ֙פְשֹׁ הבָישִׁ֤אָוְ )וכ(
׃הנָֽמָאֱנֶ ה֖יָרְקִ קדֶצֶּ֔הַ ריעִ֣ ֙˂לָ ארֵקָּ֤יִ ןכֵ֗־ירֵחֲאַ

(21) Alas, she has become a harlot, The faithful 
city That was filled with justice, Where 
righteousness dwelt— But now murderers.

(22) ... Your wine is cut with water.

(23) Your rulers are rogues And cronies of thieves, 
Every one avid for presents And greedy for gifts; 
They do not judge the case of the orphan, And the 
widow’s cause never reaches them. ...

(25) I will turn My hand against you, And smelt 
out your dross as with lye, And remove all your 
slag:

(26) I will restore your magistrates as of old, And 
your counselors as of yore. After that you shall be 
called City of Righteousness, Faithful City.”
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