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Tisha B'Av Should be a Day of Mourning for All the Nations

Isaiah 56:7

(7) I will bring them to My sacred mount And let
them rejoice in My house of prayer. Their burnt
offerings and sacrifices Shall be welcome on My
altar; For My House shall be called A house of
prayer for all peoples.”
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Isaiah's Prophecy Does Not Dwell on the Destruction
rather he focuses on the underlying cause and how to repair it
Isaiah's VISION is always recited on the Shabbat before Tisha B'av

Isaiah 1
(1) The Vision of Isaiah son of Amoz, who
prophesied concerning Judah and Jerusalem ....

Hear, O liéavens, and give ear, O arth, For the

LORD has spoken: “I reared children and brought
them up— And they have rebelled against Me! (3)
An ox knows its owner ... Israel does not know,
My people takes no thought.”

(4) ... Dépravedichildren! They have forsaken the
LORD, Spurned the Holy One of Israel, Turned
their backs [on Him]....

(7) Your land is a Waste, Your cities burnt down; ...

(10) Hear the word of the LORD, ... (11) “What
need have I of all your sacrifices?” .

(12) That you come to appear before Me— Who
asked that of you? Trample My courts (13) no
more; Bringing oblations is futile, Incense is
offensive to Me.

New moon and sabbath, Proclaiming of

'R ITYR”
TV AR WK PIARTI WYY Ting (x)
... 02U

0732 737 Ay 2R s B v (2)
WP W YT (3) 03 WY o) ARBiN R7T
N5 "y ) XX 1ya 013K Tinm
:]IJJBI]U

X3 nimnN 131y SRR 0733 (1)
.20 M PRI WiTPTIN

WK Nigat 02y MRRY oY ()

L DPIATAN 9TRY (%) ... TYTTIAT WY ()

0772 NN] W™ %38 NIXT? 3D "2 (1)
RYY-nom ®027 197010 K7 () 730 0
2 X7 mawin nbp



solemnities, Assemblies with iniquity, I cannot
abide.

(15) ... Though you pray at length, I will not listen.
Your hands are stained with crime—

(16) Wash yourselves clean; Put your evil doings
Away from My sight. Cease to do evil;

(17) Lean to do good. Dévofeyourselvesio!

juSties: Aid the wronged. Uphold the rights of the

Biphan; Defend the cause of the Widow.

(18) “Come, let us reach an understanding, —says
the LORD. Be your sins like crimson, They can
turn snow-white;
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Why Were the Temples of Jerusalem Destroyed?

Yoma 9b
Due to what reason was the First Temple
destroyed?

It was destroyed due to the fact that there were
three matters that existed in the First Temple:
Idol worship, forbidden sexual relations, and
bloodshed.

However, considering that the people during the
Second Temple period were engaged in Torah
study, observance of mitzvot, and acts of
kindness, and that they did not perform the sinful
acts that were performed in the First Temple, why
was the Second Temple destroyed?

It was destroyed due to the fact that there was
wanton hatred during that period. This comes to
teach you that the sin of wanton hatred is
equivalent to the three severe transgressions:
Idol worship, forbidden sexual relations and
bloodshed.
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There are many more reasons given for the destruction

Eichah Rabbah 1:1
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(1) "How (eichah) does she dwell..."
(Lamentations 1:1): They asked Ben Azzai, and
they said to him: Our teacher, derash something
for us from the Lamentation Scroll. He said to
them: Israel was not exiled until they denied the
unity of the world, and circumecision that had been
given [after] 20 generations, and the 10
commandments, and the 5 books of the Torah - the
numbers in "eichah" (Alef - Yud - Chaf - Heh =
1-10-20-5).
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Is the destruction of the Temples hinted at in the story of Creation?

Genesis 1:1-2

(1) When God began to create iéaveniand Sarth—
() the earth being {formediand ¥oid, with
@arknesslover the surface of the deep and a Wind!
fromiGod sweeping over the water—
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Destruction of the Temples Hinted at in Genesis 1:2

Baal HaTurim on Genesis 1:2

(1) Chaos and void (tohu vabohu): [This phrase
appears] two [times]. Here, and the other one is
(Jeremiah 4:23) "I have seen the earth and behold,
it is chaos and void."

[This] teaches that the Holy One, blessed be He,
foresaw the destruction of the Temple when He
created the world, [and] that it would be in the
year fohu (the letters that are equal to the number,
411);

since, behold the first Temple stood for 410 years
and was destroyed in the 411th year.

And the second Temple stood the numerical
equivalent of [the word,] hayita (420), and this is
[why it states] "vehaarets haita" ("and the earth
was;" which is the phrase that precedes tohu in
this verse).

And afterwards, [it is written], "darkness," a hint
to the exiles. ..

(2) And the spirit of God was hovering: has a
numerical equivalent (gematria) of 'this is the
spirit of messiah.'

2R NOWRT2 DY 20T bya
nY PR TR LROT L2 - ") ah" (x)
(30 7177°) ") 3D 73T YOIRT

127172 29I DR 7"Ap AD%Y TN
N"TIN NIwA 29w N0
nIwa 290,73 "N TAY NWRT DA Y

R'"n

PRI AN A" Pand Ty 1w 1
Sama

BB PR R {174y i b Rais i3]

RO RO — "Nomn 2R M ()
'mwnn Ton e



Why the Torah begins with the Creation of the Universe

Rashi on Genesis 1:1

(1) nwx12 IN THE BEGINNING — Rabbi Isaac
said: The Torah which is the Law book of Israel
should have commenced with the verse (Exodus
12:2) “This month shall be unto you the first of the
months” which is the first commandment given to
Israel.

What is the reason, then, that it commences with
the account of the Creation?

Because of the thought expressed in Psalms 111:6
“He declared to His people the strength of His
works (i.e. He gave an account of the work of
Creation), in order to explain that He had the
power and authority to give Israel the land of the
nations.”

For should the peoples of the world say to Israel,
“Youarerobbers, because you took by force the
lands of the seven nations of Canaan”, Israel may
reply to them, “All the earth belongs to the Holy
One, blessed be He; He created it and gave it to
whom He pleased. When He wanted to, He gave it
to the Nations, and when He wanted to, He took it
from them and gave it to us” (Yalkut Shimoni on
Torah 187).
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The Destruction of the Temples Hinted at in the Noah Story

Genesis 6:11-13

(11) The earth became Eofruptibefore God; the
earth was filled with [aWIEsSHess. (12) When God
saw how -the earth was, for allflcshihad!
gortupted|its ways on earth, (13) God said to Noah,
“I have decided to put an end to all flesh, for the

carthis filled with lawlessness because of them: I

am about to @esttoyithem with the earth.

Rashi on Genesis 6:11-13

() nmem [THE EARTH] WAS CORRUPT — It
means lewdness and idolatry, as (Deuteronomy
4:16) nnenwn 19 “lest ye deal corruptly” (the
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following words show that this refers to idolatry)
and as ‘1 w1 9> nnwn »2 “for all flesh had
corrupted etc.” (in next verse of this chapter where
Rashi states that this has reference to lewdness)
(Sanhedrin 57a).

(2) onn vaRa X9am AND THE EARTH WAS
FILLED WITH VIOLENCE — means robbery.

(1) w32 95 n°nwi °3 FOR ALL FLESH HAD
CORRUPTED — even cattle, beasts and fowl did
not consort with their own species (Genesis
Rabbah 28:8).

(1) "wa %> vp THE END OF ALL FLESH —
Wherever you find lewdness and idolatry,
punishment of an indiscriminate character comes
upon the world killing good and bad alike
(Genesis Rabbah 26:5).

(2) 0N YR RO > FOR THE EARTH IS
FILLED WITH VIOLENCE — Their fate was
sealed only on account of their sin of robbery
(Sanhedrin 108a).
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The Essential Problem Is Thievery- taking what does not belong to you.
Both in the Creation of the World and the Creation of Israel

Kli Yakar on Genesis 1:1

(6) Rabbi Yitschak said, "It was not necessary
to begin the Torah, etc. but rather so that the
nations should not say, 'you are thieves, etc.'"
(Rashi on Genesis 1:1): And it is difficult; and
what about it, if they will say, "you are thieves,"
and because of this, the order of the Torah should
be changed?

The answer to this is that this matter brings heresy
to the world, since they will say, "there is no law
and no Judge" [in the world] and 'whoever is
strongest prevails;'

since if the world had a Ruler, who sets up its
matters - it comings and goings - why did He not
protest against you when you took by force - by
way of theft - the lands of the seven [Canaanite]
nations?
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Since it is for this reason that the judgment of the
generation of the flood was not sealed except on
account of theft, as it is stated (Proverbs 28:24),
"One who steals from his father and mother and
says 'it is not a transgression' is the companion of

a destructivelperson;”

since the reason this sin is greater than others is
not because of the sin itself, but rather because of
the evil that comes out of it; as the sinner who
steals does not place guilt upon himself and says,
"there is no transgression, since there is no God
that judges in the world;"

and therefore he is the companion of a destructive
person, which means to say, [he is a companion]
of the generation of the flood, as it is stated about
them (Genesis 6:12), "since all flesh destroyed its
way," since they also denied a principle of faith
and said (Job 21:15), "What is the Omnipotent,
that we should serve Him, etc." And this is what
[brought] them to practice extortion and theft in
the world.

And because the prevention of theft is
fundamental to all of faith, therefore the Holy
One, blessed be He, made it come early and
warned about it in the first commandment of
(Exodus 12:2), "This month will be for you;" as
over there, it is stated (Exodus 12:21), "And bring
close and acquire for yourselves sheep," [meaning]
from yours, and [not from] stolen ones; so
explained the Ba'al HaTurim.
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The Remedy - Anshei Amana - Drain the Swamp

Shabbat 119b
And Rava said: Jerusalem was destroyed only

because there were no more _

there,
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Gaon of Vilna - The main task when returning to the Land from exile
and working to bring the Mashiach

Kol HaTor 1:25-26

(25) [¢]. peoplelof truth. One of the main means for

the survival of all our work, is the establishment of

YI3-572:R N P

DOYEART TR BRI [7] (7 ()



a group of people of truth.

According to our Sages of blessed memory
(Shabbat 119b), Jerusalem was destroyed only
because truthful men were no longer there, and so
could not establish men of truth, with integrity, in
our Holy City.

Without that, there is no value to all our labor and
our deeds, God forbid...

(26) [f].fequal measures. The settlement of our
Holy Land in general, and the construction of
Jerusalem in particular must be according to the
principle of equal [balanced/ accurate] measures
for everyone.

According to our Sages of blessed memory,
Mashiach ben David will not come until all the
measures/ prices are equal. Yet another
interpretation by them is that Mashiach ben David
will not come until all the rates are accurately
balanced (Sanhedrin 98a). ..

This, too, is included in the verse: [Deut. 25:14]
“your house should not have two different weights
for measurement, a large one and a small one, ”
which is immediately followed by: [Deut. 25:15]
“a perfect and just weight you should have.”

The Gaon explained to us that the term “in your
house” refers to Eretz Israel, as it states: “in order
that your days be long upon the Land, etc.”
Afterwards it states, “that the Lord your God gives

2

you.

Likewise with respect to a built-up Jerusalem: It
states, [Ps. 122:7] “peace be within your walls, ”
translated by Onkelos as “peace regarding your
possessions.” For there is no durable peace unless
there is peace regarding possessions and equal
measures, as stated above.

In order to carry out the intention of the text: “in
righteousness will you be established, ” meaning
in a way that is just and equal for everyone

and this is the main foundation for the
establishment of truthful men.
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Isaiah tells us in his Vision What is Required to Redeem Zion

Isaiah 1:21-27
(21) Alas, she has become a harlot, The [Faithfull
Gifyf That was filled with jllstice, Where

Fighteousness!dwelt— But now murderers.

(22) ... Your wine is cut with water.

(23) Your rulers are rogues And cronies of fliieves,
Every one avid for presents And greedy for gifts;
They do not judge the case of the Ofphan, And the
Widow's cause never reaches them. ...

(25) I will turn My hand against you, And smelt
out your dross as with lye, And remove all your
slag:

(26) I will restore your Magistrates|as of old, And
your counselors as of yore. After that you shall be

called City of Righteousness, Faithful City.”
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