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LIVE FROM ISRAEL

Special Zoom Study Session
with Rabbi Shmuel Veffer

| HEBREW NAMES OF GOD

Why are there so many?

How can the one True God of Israel
have more than one Name?

What do the Names mean?

Join us for a deep dive
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Wednesday September 2, 202(
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Israelites, ‘Ehyeh sent me to you.””

Exodus 3:15

(15) And God said further to Moses, “Thus shall
you speak to the Israelites: The LORD, the God
of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God
of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to
you: This shall be My name forever, This My
appellation for all eternity.

Exodus 6:3

(3) I appeared to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob as El
Shaddai, but I did not make Myself known to
them by My name 717°.

Mishneh Torah, Foundations of the Torah 6:2
(2) There are seven such names:

Tetragrammaton, but written to be pronounced
Lord (YHVH - A-donoi)

All Powerful; EL

God; ELO-AH

God of the universe; ELOHIM
God of our Fathers; ELOHAI
Almighty; SHADDAI
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What's in a Hebrew Name?

Genesis 2:19-20

(19) And the LORD God formed out of the earth
all the wild beasts and all the birds of the sky, and
brought them to the man to see what he would call
them; and whatever the man called each living
creature, that would be its name. (20) And the man
gave names to all the cattle and to the birds of the
sky and to all the wild beasts; but for Adam no
fitting helper was found.

Name

There
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Biblical Hebrew - Lashon HaKodesh - Like Chemistry. Describes the World

"Water" is an arbitrary label (name) in English.

"H2O" has intrinsic meaning in Chemistry. You cannot call water CO2!



What is the "Essence' of a Dog?

A dog's main attribute is its unconditional love and loyalty to its master

dog 217

similar to :)

a heart 3_'7



Donkey - Chamor g

Thanks Patti Davis

Camel - Gamal o
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Thanks Marcia & Lin Applegate
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If Hebrew, like Chemistry, describes the essence of the world around us,
what can it NOT describe?

Soul - Breath Neshamah - 7Y
Angel - Messenger

Malach -8
God??
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"I look to a day when people will
not be judged by the color of their skin

but by the content of their character."
M.LK.j

What is the measure of a person?

Measure Middah - 7711
Character Trait Middah - 370

A person's character is determined by how they relate to the world around them.
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Some of My Names
Shmuel -- Rabbi Veffer -- Abba -- Reb Shmuel -- Zaida -- Sam -- Rav

No one name describes my essence. Each name is indicative of the relationship and character traits
that manifest in the context of the relationship that I have with the person calling me by that name.

So too with Names of God. No name can reflect the true essence of God. Each name is labeling a
"trait" that God is manifesting in our relationship with Him in that context.

Saying a person's name will cause a person to respond and begin behaving in a way that's consistent
with that name. There are things a "Sam" might do that a "Rabbi Veffer" would never do.



Never mispronounce a person's name.. you won't get the response you were looking for. When I

hear a telemarketer ask me if I'm "Mr Besser," I immediately shut down.
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Names of God - As Attributes of God

oSN

ELOHIM

power BN was T
Supreme Power 1S raRra
Behind Nature will be 1777
Immanent Transcendent
Justice/Judgement Kindness/Mercy
Nature Miracles
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A Note on Gender

1. Male/Female - Zachar/Nekevah - Acting-Projecting-Giving/Receiving Nurturing
2. Relationships are masculine or feminine independent of the subject

3. Why are Names of God primarily Masculine?

4. Feminine name for God.

5. Names used in context are a commentary on the verse.
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Genesis 1:1

(1) When God began to create heaven and earth—

Exodus 3
(1) Now Moses, tending the flock of his father-in-
law Jethro, the priest of Midian, drove the flock
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into the wilderness, and came to Horeb, the
mountain of God. (2) An angel of the LORD
appeared to him in a blazing fire out of a bush. He
gazed, and there was a bush all aflame, yet the
bush was not consumed. (3) Moses said, “I must
turn aside to look at this marvelous sight; why
doesn’t the bush burn up?”’ (4) When the LORD
saw that he had turned aside to look, God called to
him out of the bush: “Moses! Moses!” He
answered, “Here I am.” (5) And He said, “Do not
come closer. Remove your sandals from your feet,
for the place on which you stand is holy ground.

(6) I am,” He said, “the God of your father, the
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of
Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid
to look at God. (7) And the LORD continued, “I
have marked well the plight of My people in
Egypt and have heeded their outcry because of
their taskmasters; yes, [ am mindful of their
sufferings.

(10) Come, therefore, I will send you to Pharaoh,
and you shall free My people, the Israelites, from
Egypt.” (11) But Moses said to God, “Who am I
that I should go to Pharaoh and free the Israelites
from Egypt?” (12) And He said, “T will be with
you; that shall be your sign that it was I who sent
you. And when you have freed the people from
Egypt, you shall worship God at this mountain.”

(13) Moses said to God, “When I come to the
Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your
fathers has sent me to you,” and they ask me,
‘What is His name?’ what shall I say to them?”

(14) And God said to Moses, “Ehyeh-Asher-
Ehyeh.” He continued, “Thus shall you say to the
Israelites, ‘Ehyeh sent me to you.’””

(15) And God said further to Moses, “Thus shall
you speak to the Israelites: The LORD, the God of
your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of
Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you:
This shall be My name forever, This My
appellation for all eternity.

(16) “Go and assemble the elders of Israel and say
to them: the LORD, the God of your fathers, the
God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, has appeared
to me and said, ‘I have taken note of you and of
what is being done to you in Egypt, (17) and I have
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declared: I will take you out of the misery of
Egypt to the land of the Canaanites, the Hittites,
the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the
Jebusites, to a land flowing with milk and honey.’

(18) They will listen to you; then you shall go with
the elders of Israel to the king of Egypt and you
shall say to him, ‘The LORD, the God of the
Hebrews, manifested Himself to us. Now
therefore, let us go a distance of three days into
the wilderness to sacrifice to the LORD our God.’
(19) Yet I know that the king of Egypt will let you
go only because of a greater might. (20) So I will
stretch out My hand and smite Egypt with various
wonders which I will work upon them; after that
he shall let you go.

Exodus 6:6-8

(6) Say, therefore, to the Israelite people: I am the
LORD. I will free you from the labors of the
Egyptians and deliver you from their bondage. 1
will redeem you with an outstretched arm and
through extraordinary chastisements.

(7) And I will take you to be My people, and I will
be your God. And you shall know that I, the
LORD, am your God who freed you from the
labors of the Egyptians.

(8) I will bring you into the land which I swore to
give to Abraham, [saac, and Jacob, and I will give
it to you for a possession, I the LORD.”

Exodus 14:30-31

(30) Thus the LORD delivered Israel that day from
the Egyptians. Israel saw the Egyptians dead on
the shore of the sea.

(31) And when Israel saw the wondrous power
which the LORD had wielded against the
Egyptians, the people feared the LORD; they
had faith in the LORD and His servant Moses.

Exodus 20:1-3
(1) God spoke all these words, saying: (2) I the
LORD am your God who brought you out of the
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land of Egypt, the house of bondage: (3) You shall VIR PORYIT R :[’nbx mm \’93}5 (2 (©)
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A Note on Pronouncing Names of God
1. Respect - for certain names

2. We don't know how to pronounce them
3. Theurgy

S0/YOU HAVE A DIFFICULT

it

g £
TELL ME AGAIN/HOW THEV‘
MISPRONOUNCE 1T
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Summary
1. Since God transcends time and space, there can be no name to define His essence. To define/name

something is to "put a boundary or limit something."
2. The Hebrew names of God are ways to articulate how we perceive God relating to the world. They



are "attributes" or "traits" that God expresses, they do not reflect His essence.

3. Each name has intrinsic meaning.

4. Understanding the Names of God can give us insight into the verses in the Torah.

5. We don't articulate certain names of God out of respect and theurgical reasons.

6. God relates to us in many "human-like" attributes to teach us how to be God-like by emulating
those attributes.

7. Ultimately we have to understand and teach the world, that God is ultimately One and He is the
source of all attributes.

Hashem, He is the ELOKIM
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