Zoom21: ROSH HASHANAH - New Year?

Source Sheet by Shmuel Veffer

» Moreinfo >

LIVE FROM ISRAEL

Special Zoom Study Session
with Rabbi Shmuel Veffer

ROSH HASHANAH

Is it really the New Year?

Exodus 12:2 says that the month of Nissan in the spring
"shall be the first of the months of the year for you."

Numbers 29:1 says that seven months later in the autumn
You shall observe it as a day when the shofar is sounded.

Why do the Jews call it Rosh HaShanah (New Year)?
And is it just for the Jews or for all mankind?
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Exodus 12:2 227 e

(2) This month shall mark for yoeu the beginning of NI "1'127'81 oW WA n:l; nI0 WIh Q)
the months; it shall be the first of the months of . ﬂ,:,‘?ﬂ ’W"U” =='2

the year for you.

Numbers 29:1 'N:IQ"D 272
(1) In the seventh month, on the first day of the WIHh-Rpn WA TNIND YPAT WA (x)

month, you shall observe a sa§red occasion: you 29990 B9 YN X5 779y NIRIN-9D 039 I
shall not work at your occupations. You shall e e A

observe it as a day when the horn is sounded. n.:’? mm

My English Hebrew Dictionary - Jewish Calendar 1/2

calendar  livach shana Tlg\:) mo

1st month Nissan 19
2nd month  Iyar PN
3rdmonth  Sivan o
4th month Tammuz LR} ARR
5th month Av N
6thmonth  Elul ION
7th month Tishrei "‘W)ﬂ
8th month Heshvan ']]_Wﬂ
9th month  Kislev 1703
10th month  Tevet nav
11th month  Shevat LY
12th month ~ Adar TN

copyright © www english-hebrew-dictionary.com
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There are four new years in the Torah calendar
Mishnah, Rosh HaShanah 1:1

Authentic, right, held off 3-5 favorite Tiz the Law down the stretch to give trainer Bob Baffert his record-tying sixth
victory in the Kentucky Derby. Jamie Sguire/Getly Images

How do you decide that a horse is 3 years old?

No matter what month a Thoroughbred is born, its birthday falls on January 1. (The universal
birthday is August 1 in the Southern Hemisphere.) This makes it easier to keep track of
Thoroughbred horses' bloodlines; the rule was created by the organizations dedicated to regulating
the Thoroughbred breed.

How old is the USA?

244 years old, counting from July 4, 1776

Four New Years in the USA

1. American New Year is July 4

2. Fiscal Year is January 1

3. Academic Year is September 1

4. Thoroughbred Year is January 1 (August 1 in southern hemisphere)

Four New Years in the Torah for the Nation of Israel

Mishnah Rosh Hashanah 1:1 NN IR WNRN AR
(1) There are four new years: .Dn D’JW ,WNW ny:-]g (N)

9 9955 S WIN 9 :
The first of Nisan is the new year for kings (of -2 '7;1‘,?1 2 3‘279‘1' WD WD 1933 TN

Israel) and for festivals.



227 .02 TWYRY D WY D19KD ToN2
The first of Elul (August) is the new year for the WD UKD 0K TIVAY 027 qIYOR
tithe of animals. Rabbi Elazar and Rabbi Shimon oo o oo T
say: the first of Tishri.
TUNYY) 203w MIWD WD N3 TN
DP9 yvI? NP
The first of Tishri is the new year for years, for
shmitta and jubilee years, for planting and for

[tithe of] vegetables. 3 37 ’1?’&7 MET WX, 0w TN

32 9y nviana ,00niR 99T g Ry
The first of Shevat is the new year for trees,
according to the words of Bet Shammai. Bet Hillel

says: on the fifteenth of that month.
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What happens on Rosh HaShanah?

Mishnah Rosh Hashanah 1:2 TAUR TIWT WRY mawn
At four set times the world is judged: ,J173 297 2%pnD mpaaN:
1. On Pesah in respect to the produce.

,7R1207 Yy noo3
2. On Shavuot in respect to the fruit of the tree. ,]L?’N:l nine Yy nxy2

3. On Rosh Hashanah all the people of the

CLL R L) L L 1 "yn be 3] T
world pass before Him like a division of soldiers, 729 997 731 02197 983 93 mwa wiNn2

S
4. And on Sukkot they are judged in respect of
rain. 23 9y 11T AN
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Why is humanity judged on the First of Tishrei?



Day1 | Day2 | Day3 | Day4 | Day5 | Day6 | Day7 |
25Ell  26Ell  27Ell 28Ell  29Ell  1Tishrei 2 Tishrei

Light Sky Dry Land i Sun Moon i  Fish Mankind { Shabbat
Dark Waters :Vegetation: Stars Birds Animals
|
Rosh HaShanah
Adam & Eve are created on
the sixth day of Creation

Sin of the Tree of Knowledge of
Good and Evil was on this day

Themes of the Day

. Day of Judgement

. Inscribed in the "Book of Life"

. Day of Coronating God as King

. Day of Remembrance

. Day of sounding the Shofar

. First day of the 10 Days of Repentance

. We celebrate judgment because it means we have free-will and life therefore has meaning.
. In every festival we personally re-live the day. The day Adam and Eve were created.

0NN LN kAW~
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Re-living Adam & Eve's First Day

Genesis 2:8-9 "a-rra NYWRN2
(8) The LORD God planted a garden in Eden, in a¥ a7 a7Rn TTYATH oo T v (M)

the east, and placed there the man whom He had
formed. (9) And from the ground the LORD God

DR 71T 1NN () D% R DINTTNN

[kl prd GTT

caused to grow every tree that was pleasing to the 5;&?_317 219 ﬂ?ﬂ@? TR0 V;Z-b? TRIRGTIN
sight and good for food, with the tree of life in D) 20 NI 7Y 38T 7in2 Bomn v
the middle of the garden, and the tree of

knowledge of good and bad.

Genesis 2:16-17 TI9-TRra NYWNN2
(16) And the LORD God commanded the man, Bom 1IRY QIRTIY DUHOR AT I8N (1)

saying, “Of every tree of the garden you are free iy =it g Soas (o - b o
to eat; (17) but as for the tree of knowledge of ¥ 3 nYTI VY () .5;),&11 5;}5 137°TH

good and bad, you must not eat of it; for as :nIRD nin upn 3’??3 o133 %2 MR bp_s'n N”

soon as you eat of it, you shall die.”
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Forbidden Fruit

Genesis 3:1-3

(1) Now the serpent was the shrewdest of all the
wild beasts that the LORD God had made. He said
to the woman, “Did God really say: You shall not
eat of any tree of the garden?”

(2) The woman replied to the serpent, “We may eat
of the fruit of the other trees of the garden.

(3) It is only about fruit of the tree in the middle
of the garden that God said: ‘You shall not eat of
it or touch it, lest you die.””
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MA='N:2 DOWNRT2
WY WR AT oo 0y ma W (x)

o7 TR AR RN TN Doy
37 7R 22 199NN X7

2RI 1AT7TY V980 WIITTOR AR Ko (2)

&=

N7 D078 RN RITTING W TV 99 )
NN T3 93N X7) 135 32N7

Doubt - Physical and Spiritual Payoff

Genesis 3:4-6

(4) And the serpent said to the woman, “You are
not going to die, (5) but God knows that as soon as
you eat of it your eyes will be opened and you will
be like divine beings who know good and bad.”

(6) When the woman saw that the tree was good
for eating and a delight to the eyes, and that the
tree was desirable as a source of wisdom, she
took of its fruit and ate. She also gave some to her
husband, and he ate.
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=178 DPWRA2
(m) TR NVNRD AENON W3 N (1)

MIPRY) 33 PN B3 °3 DA VT 2
297 21y SYT B%FPRR DN 0y

"2 29§07 P 20 °3 MENT XM )
rpm 2o5ipad Yea Tam oYL RITTTIND
;29K ARy AYPRYTDI 1AM 2aKM 19n

Hiding from God

Genesis 3:7-13

(7) Then the eyes of both of them were opened and
they perceived that they were naked; and they
sewed together fig leaves and made themselves
loincloths.

AO=13A NORWNRN2
07 0RY °p TN QY WY MITeem ()
:N3 077 WY 78D a2y enn



(8) They heard the sound of the LORD God
moving about in the garden at the breezy time of
day; and the man and his wife hid from the
LORD God among the trees of the garden.

(9) The LORD God called out to the man and said
to him, “Where are you?”

(10) He replied, “I heard the sound of You in the
garden, and I was afraid because I was naked, so |
hid.”

(11) Then He asked, “Who told you that you were
naked? Did you eat of the tree from which I had

forbidden you to eat?”

(12) The man said, “The woman You put at my
side—she gave me of the tree, and I ate.”

(13) And the LORD God said to the woman,

“What is this you have done!” The woman replied,

“The serpent duped me, and I ate.”
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132 7200 DF2R M 2Ty 1w (m)
M %390 1AWN) DG X300 ORI 01
137 7Y TIN3 DE0Y

2 N DIRTTOR 2OTOR 11T RIP ()
AN

DPY™I RION] 132 °0yp

AT -

¥ I20-nR mNA ()
IRATN] 22

YEITRE 00K 0TV 0P 77 TR 0 mRR (x)
INPRN MRRTIRN NPRY TN WN

; RN (2)
il r;z a7 ’b TNy

The Mistake and its Consequences - Exile

Genesis 3:22-24

(22) And the LORD God said, “Now that the man
has become like one of us, knowing good and
bad, what if he should stretch out his hand and
take also from the tree of life and eat, and live
forever!”

(23) So the LORD God banished him from the
garden of Eden, to till the soil from which he was
taken.

(24) He drove the man out, and stationed east of
the garden of Eden the cherubim and the fiery
ever-turning sword, to guard the way to the tree
of life.

712-272:'3 MOWKRT
770 DGO T 0N (20)
RES nb_t;ﬁ']e | 7RYY ¥ 21y Ny 13N

095 M PaR) 000 vy 03,

Ay 1797130 DR AT NP (39)
DWW MRR WK TATRITNN

T v T

1797137 07RR 12U OIRTTIR WA (1)

2B NIHINRT 2700 VIR NR) BYANANN
(0) ‘@™EA YY TI°AN
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QUESTIONS
1. Why were Adam and Eve banished from the Garden?

2. What would have happened if they ate from the Tree of Life first, gaining eternity, and then
eaten from the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil?
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Tree of Life

Proverbs 3:18 7y, Shwn

(18) She is a tree of life to those who grasp her, “nhy 2 2% A RO 20Ty ()
And whoever holds on to her is happy. T o

(2) KRR
Leviticus 19:32 ey RPN
(32) You shall rise before the aged and show DX 327 °18 AN DIPR At v1on (29)
deference to the old; you shall fear your God: I am Toomr e T &3

. 9 IR TOOND
the LORD. () 73T I TEN

There are two ways to achieve wisdom

Sforno on Leviticus 19:32 PR NP by 10



(1) 2P0 72°w "197, while it is in order to show ]1’55] TR NTAN 53R 297N 72 "1DR (R)
respect and deference to someone whose (wisdom 92°W NARON ALY 1IAKD 2173 T20WE OO
gained from) experience in life is based on his

age, this does not compare to the respect and SRXAN ARTE 77
deference that we must show to

A2 7MNT WD O 3Pt N2 DT ()
2) '|.|?T °19, the eld.er who has achieved h1§ rank in 7ROM IR N XOR T TR 5™ 335073 1IARY
society due to his Torah knowledge, his constant s \ s
striving to become more closely attached to mTaon AN o TP 22 2V AT MR

Gd. ,0°99WiT NX
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What was the essence of Adam and Eve's mistake on that first day?

1. They chose the "Tree of Knowledge (Experience)" instead of the "Tree of Life (Torah
Wisdom)."

2. They effectively were crowning themselves as "King" to live by their own rules and rejected
God as their King and ruler.

3. By not choosing the "Tree of Life" (Eternity and attaching to God) they were choosing the
"Tree of Death" and human mortality.

4. God did not banish them because they ate from the Tree of Knowledge, but because they didn't
repent after making the mistake.

5. They thought they could "hide" from God and there would not be a remembrance of their
actions nor consequences.

6. They misused their free-will ability to choose God to be their King and chose themselves to be
their own King instead.

7. God did want us to eat from "every tree." But eat first from the "Tree of Life" before eating
from the "Tree of Experience."
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Summary: On Rosh HaShanah we can repair the mistake of Adam & Eve by...

1. Crowning God as our King and committing to live by His rules.

2. Using our Free-Will to choose to make His Will, our Will.

3. Choosing to be inscribed and attached to the "Book of Life" by dedicating ourselves to "Eat"
(be nourished) by the "Tree of Life" (Torah wisdom) before going out into the world and
"eating" from the "Tree of Knowledge" (experiences gained from the world).

4. Realizing that we cannot "hide" from God... everything we do is "remembered" and factored
into the "Judgement" of how intimate our relationship is with Him.

5. Blasting the Shofar to wake us up out of our slumber and realize we've been living much of our
life according to our own rules... and that the Shofar blast should be used instead as part of a
Coronation Ceremony to give honor to the King of Kings.

6. Choosing to accept responsibility for our mistakes and not deflect blame and commit to repent -
do teshuva.
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